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1. Read the text and express your opinion on the role 
of education in the modern society

Education in the 21st Century

Many countries consider education a major 
vehicle of social advancement. Training of highly 
qualified specialists, capable of solving the most 
complex problems of modern society is the 
main priority of higher education. The efforts 
of scientists have always been focused on the 
fundamental problems of humanities, natural 
and social sciences. Knowledge, science and 
culture open the prospects into the future for 
every person. At the end of the century the system 
of higher and further education underwent a 
process of great reforms. They were initiated 
to provide closer links between education and 
technological needs of industry. New goals are 
set to link higher education more directly to the 

HIGHER 
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economy and improve the quality of scientific 
research.

The main trend in modern higher and further 
education is not only to check students’ knowledge 
but develop their abilities and creative thinking. 
Today’s scientific and technological progress 
demands of the university graduates to be 
prepared to deepen their knowledge individually 
and adapt themselves quickly to the changes in 
the branches of science or industry they have 
chosen as their specialty or research. In addition 
to offering programs based on traditional 
academic disciplines, higher education must 
develop problem-focused programs of study 
that are more practical than theoretical and are 
oriented around problems of the real world.

Task 1.1: Give Russian equivalents to the following 
English words and word combinations:

humanities, problem-focused program, branch of science, 
improve, research, undergo, needs, demand, goal, ability, 
to solve problems

Task 1.2: Give English equivalents to the following 
Russian words and word combinations:

успех, углубить знания, раздел науки, образное 
мышление, кроме того, углубить знания, движитель, 
развивать способности, поставить цель, развитие 
общества
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2. Read the text and speak on the UK higher education

Higher Education in the UK

The system of higher education had its 
origin in Europe in the Middle Ages, when the 
first universities were established. In modern 
times the nature of higher education around the 
world has been largely determined by the models 
established in influential countries such as 
France, Germany, Great Britain, and the United 
States.

In the UK, students applying to go to university 
are given the choice and opportunity to study 
wherever they wish so long as they reach the 
entry requirements of their university offer.

There are only 5 private universities in 
the UK at current. As there are only very few 
private universities in the UK, attending such 
institutions is not very popular amongst home 
students. Instead, they are sought after by 
international students. Such universities are 
more likely to  offer English language courses 
to those who do not speak fluent English. Private 
universities set their own fees so they can be 
found at their own respective websites. In some 
cases, private universities may be cheaper than 
state-funded ones. 
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Getting higher education in the United 
Kingdom always leads to degree level education. 

There are various types of degrees which you 
can be awarded at higher education. However, you 
may only study at higher degree levels if you have 
the lower degree title first, this is a prerequisite 
for participating in higher education.

Bachelor’s - A bachelor’s degree is the first 
degree which you can be awarded. Students 
may come directly from compulsory education to 
study at bachelor’s level or have been working/ 
taken a year out before starting. These types 
of degrees are usually 3 years in duration, though 
those with a placement year or year abroad will 
be  4  years long. Those studying medicine or 
dentistry can expect to complete their bachelor’s 
in as many as 6 years. 

Master’s - A master’s degree can only be 
applied for if you have an undergraduate 
(bachelor’s) degree in a similar field. A master’s 
degree is usually only 1 or 2 years in length for 
full-time studies but can be longer if studied part-
time. You can apply to study either a research or 
taught based master’s degree. 

Doctorate (PhD) - A doctorate is the highest 
level of degree in which you can receive. 
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This degree level will usually take 3 to 4 years to 
complete full-time. It is a requirement to research 
and produce a new thesis in your field of study.

Task 2.1: Give Russian equivalents to the following 
English words and word combinations:

full-time study, state-funded, entry requirements, award, 
to complete, fluent, influential, compulsory education, 
fees, dentistry, prerequisite, at current, thesis

Task 2.2: Give English equivalents to the following 
Russian words and word combinations:

претендовать на, участвовать в, скорее всего, на 
современном этапе, однако, обуславливаться, степень 
бакалавра, специальный

3. Read the text and make a summary of types of higher 
education institutions in Germany

Higher Education in Germany

Higher education studies in Germany are 
offered at three types of Higher Education 
Institutions. 

Universities including various specialized 
institutions, offer the whole range of academic 
disciplines. In the German tradition, universities 
focus in particular on basic research so that 
advanced stages of study have mainly theoretical 
orientation and research-oriented components.
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Universities of Applied Sciences concentrate 
their study programs in engineering and other 
technical disciplines, business-related studies, 
social work, and design areas. The common 
mission of applied research and development 
implies a distinct application-oriented focus and 
professional character of studies, which include 
integrated and supervised work assignments 
in industry, enterprises or other relevant 
institutions.

Universities of Art/Music offer studies for 
artistic careers in fine arts, performing arts and 
music; in such fields as directing, production, 
writing in theatre, film, and other media; and 
in a variety of design areas, architecture, media 
and communication.

Studies in all three types of institutions have 
traditionally been offered in integrated “long” 
(one-tier) programs leading to Magister Artium 
degrees or completed by a State Examination. 

Within the framework of the Bologna-Process 
one-tier study programs are successively being 
replaced by a two-tier study system. Since 
1998, a scheme of first- and second level 
degree programs (Bachelor and Master) was 
introduced to be offered parallel to or instead 
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of integrated “long” programs. These programs 
are designed to provide enlarged variety and 
flexibility to students in planning and pursuing 
educational  objectives, they also enhance 
international compatibility of studies.

The following programs apply to all three types 
of institutions. Bachelor’s and Master’s study 
courses may be studied consecutively, at various 
higher education institutions, at different types 
of higher education institutions and with phases 
of professional work between the first and the 
second qualification.

Bachelor degree study programs lay the 
academic foundations, provide methodological 
skills and lead to qualifications related to 
the professional field. The Bachelor degree 
is awarded after 3 to 4 years. First degree 
programs (Bachelor) lead to Bachelor of Arts 
(B.A.), Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.), Bachelor of 
Engineering (B.Eng.), Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.), 
Bachelor of Fine Arts (B.F.A.), Bachelor of Music 
(B.Mus.) or Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.).

Master is the second degree after another 
1 to 2 years. Master study programs may be 
differentiated by the profile types “practice 
oriented” and “research-oriented”. Higher 
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Education Institutions define the profile. Second 
degree programs (Master) lead to Master of Arts 
(M.A.), Master of Science (M.Sc.), Master of Fine 
Arts (M.F.A.), Master of Music (M.Mus.) or Master 
of Education (M.Ed.), etc. Master study programs 
which are designed for continuing education may 
carry other designations (e.g. MBA).

Universities as well as specialized institutions 
of university standing and some Universities 
of Art/Music are doctorate-granting institutions. 
Formal prerequisite for admission to doctoral 
work is a qualified Master, a Magister degree, 
a Diplom, or a foreign equivalent. Particularly 
qualified holders of a Bachelor or a Diplom 
degree may also be admitted to doctoral studies 
without acquisition of a further degree by means 
of a procedure to determine their aptitude. The 
universities respectively the doctorate-granting 
institutions regulate entry to a doctorate as well 
as the structure of the procedure to determine 
aptitude. Admission further requires the 
acceptance of the Dissertation research project 
by a professor as a supervisor.

Task 3.1: Give Russian equivalents to the Following 
English words and word combinations:

admission, assignment, acquisition, to define, skills, 
applied research, to pursue, objective, aptitude, 
consecutively, to enhance, by means of, scheme, to imply 
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Task 3.2: Give English equivalents to the following 
Russian words and word combinations:

особенно, руководитель работ, одобрение, именование, 
практико-ориентированный, закладывать основу, 
продвинутая стадия

4. Read the text about system of higher education in 
France and make a summary of its specific features

Higher Education in France
The France and Germany have systems 

of higher education that are basically administered 
by state agencies. Entrance requirements 
for students are also similar in both countries. 
In France an examination called the baccalauré 
at is given at the end of secondary education. 
Higher education in France is free and open to all 
students who have passed this examination. 
A passing mark admits students to a preparatory 
first year at a university, which terminates 
in another, more rigorous examination. Success 
in this examination allows students to attend 
universities for another three or four years until 
they have attained the first university degree, 
called a licence in France.

Basic differences, however, distinguish these 
two countries’ systems. French educational 
districts, called acadé mies, are under 
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the  direction of a rector, an appointee of the 
national government who also is in charge of 
the university in each district. The uniformity in 
curriculum throughout the country leaves each 
university with little to distinguish itself. Hence, 
many students prefer to go to Paris, where there 
are better accommodations and more cultural 
amenities for students. Another difference is 
the existence in France of higher-educational 
institutions known as grandes é coles, which 
provide advanced professional and technical 
training. Most of these schools are not affiliated 
with the universities, although they too recruit 
their students by giving competitive examinations 
to candidates who possess a baccalauré at. 
The various grandes é coles provide a rigorous 
training in all branches of applied science and 
technology, and their diplomas have a somewhat 
higher standing than that of the ordinary licence.

Each of these countries has influenced 
higher education in other nations. The French, 
either through colonial influence or through 
the work of missionaries, introduced many 
aspects of their system in North and West 
Africa, the Caribbean, and the Far East. In the 
1870s Japan’s growing university system was 
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remodeled along French lines. France’s grandes 
é coles have been especially copied as models of 
technical schools. German influence has come 
about through philosophical concepts regarding 
the role of universities. The Germans were the 
first to stress the importance of universities as 
research facilities, and they also created a sense 
of them as emblems of a national mind. The 
doctoral degree, or Ph.D., invented in Germany, 
has gained popularity in systems around the 
world. 

Task 4.1: Give Russian equivalents to the following 
English words and word combinations:

rigorous, applied science, competitive, to pass examination, 
appointee, cultural amenities, to affiliate, to attain, 
entrance requirements, passing mark, research facilities, 
to gain popularity, be in charge of, to terminate

Task 4.2: Give English equivalents to the following 
Russian words and word combinations:

тщательный, обратить особое внимание, научно-
исследовательская база, жилье, под руководством, 
государственный орган, авторитет, учебная программа



– 16 –

5. Read the text and speak on the opportunities for 
getting higher education in the USA

Higher Education in the United States
The development of the American system has 

been unique when compared with other national 
postsecondary educational systems around the 
world.

US higher education borrows its structure 
from both the British undergraduate colleges 
and German Research University, but its 
character is profoundly influenced by major 
philosophical beliefs that shape American public 
life: ideals of limited government (which protect 
higher education institutions from excessive 
government control) and commitment to equal 
opportunity and social mobility. The evolution 
of the U.S. system has been shaped by many 
different influences, including state and local 
needs, demographics, religion, and changing 
social contexts. As a result, postsecondary 
institutions in the United States mirror the 
multifaceted complexities of the broader society 
in which they are embedded and the diversity of 
the people they serve.

Though higher education was an elite activity 
for much of its history, excluding individuals 
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based on gender, religion, race/ethnicity, and 
social class, during the 20th century, economic 
and social changes transformed higher education 
into a primary gateway to the middle-class. 
Americans view broad access to higher education 
as a necessary component of the nation’s ideal 
as a “land of opportunity.” American higher 
education includes institutions ranging from 
open-access two- and four-year institutions that 
admit all students, to highly selective research 
universities and liberal arts colleges that admit 
only a small fraction of those who apply. Many 
students apply to more than one college or 
university and enroll in one from among those 
that offer them admission. Universities are 
often referred to as post-secondary education 
institutions, which usually last up to four years. 

Public universities are funded by public 
means, meaning they are state-funded as opposed 
to private universities. These universities vary 
in size; however, they are often bigger in size 
than private ones and are characterized by lower 
tuition costs. 

Public universities tend to enroll more part-
time and commuter students. For many, these 
universities are the best option due to their 
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priority, which is finding the most affordable 
option. 

Private universities are not funded by the 
state government, and they account for a 
significant number of enrollments in the U.S. 
However, due to the fact they’re not funded by 
taxpayers’ money but rather they rely on primarily 
donations, endowments, and tuition itself, these 
universities tend to have higher tuition fees than 
public universities.

International and domestic students alike are 
on par when it comes to tuition costs in private 
universities. Although they’re more costly, many 
of these institutions offer financial aid or a range 
of scholarships, which can either minimize costs 
or take care of them completely. 

For-profit private universities
For-profit private universities differentiate 

from non-profit ones because their aim is not 
only to educate students but to generate revenue 
for the shareholders and they tend to gravitate 
towards money-making. However, this doesn’t 
necessarily mean that these universities don’t 
deliver quality education as well. In fact, there 
are many for-profit private universities with great 
curriculums. 
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Non-profit private universities
Non-profit private universities’ main purpose 

is not to be the most profitable institution, rather 
offer high-quality education. These institutions 
generally have a better reputation than for-profit 
ones due to their attention being more focused 
on producing high-quality curriculums and 
education.

Research universities
Research universities can be public and non-

profit private universities, which are regarded 
as doctorate degree-granting institutions that 
spend millions in research expenditures and 
have high research activities. 

Task 5.1: Give Russian equivalents to the following 
English words and word combinations:

due to, curriculum, revenue, in fact, be on par, up to, aid, 
enrollment, scholarship, taxpayer, part-time, liberal arts, 
to embed, diversity, to borrow, non-profit, commuter, aim, 
to last, to enroll, liberal arts, a range of, expenditure

Task 5.2: Give English equivalents to the following 
Russian words and word combinations:

рентабельный, платный, значить, учредитель, получение 
прибыли, отечественные студенты, заботиться (о ком-
либо), отличаться, вплоть до
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6. Read the text. Find the specific features of higher 
education system in Russia

The System of Higher Education in Russia

 In Russia vocational education has two 
parts: specialized secondary education and 
higher (university). The first category includes 
colleges, technical schools where student can 
complete basic stages of secondary school and 
get a profession (service, cooking, mechanical 
and others). The higher (university) education 
is given by universities, different institutes 
(medical, financial) or academies. University 
alumnus get the Bachelor’s, Master’s or Doctor’s 
degree and also can take postgraduate course to 
broaden knowledge within chosen field.

Russia universities focus not only on 
academic knowledge but practical knowledge 
too. Graduates become complete specialists 
even after 4 year Bachelor’s course. The main 
difference is that university alumnus can take 
managerial position and high-paid jobs easier 
than specialized secondary graduates.

Russia’s modern higher education system 
includes such levels of education as bachelor’s 
degree, specialist degree, master’s degree, 
postgraduate, etc.
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Bachelor’s Degree 
This is a complete higher education course. 

Individuals who have completed education 
equivalent to Russian general secondary or 
vocational secondary education can enroll in a 
Bachelor’s Degree. The 4 year course provides 
general training in fundamental subjects. At the 
end of the program, students defend their 
thesis. If they are successful, they are awarded 
with a Bachelor’s Degree certificate (BA, BSc). 
The certificate grants the right to work in their 
professional field or to continue their studies in 
a Master’s Degree course. 

Specialist Degree 
Unlike Bachelor’s Degrees, Specialist 

Programs are more focused on practical work in 
the selected industry. These programs are offered 
to individuals who have education equivalent 
to Russian general secondary or vocational 
secondary education. The course is designed 
for 5 years. Based on the examination results 
and thesis defense students receive a Specialist 
Degree certificate specifying the qualification 
(e.g., “Astronomer,” “Teacher,” “Information 
Security Specialist,” etc.). Graduates may 
work in industry or continue their studies in 
a postgraduate course or a Master’s course. 
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Master’s Degree 
This course allows in-depth specialization 

in the student’s chosen field. Applicants with 
Bachelor’s or Specialist Degrees can enroll in 
Master’s courses. For two years students are 
specifically trained for the research work. After 
the thesis defense a Master’s Degree certificate 
is awarded with Master qualification.

In Russia all degrees terms and its 
classification are equal for the whole Russia. 
Bachelor’s degree takes 4 years, Specialist – 
5 years, the Master’s degree is 2 years and study 
in some fields (for example, in medicine) takes 
6 years or 12 semesters. Education in Russia 
involves contract and free forms of education, 
the last one listed needs going through a larger 
competition, but if you have good marks, you 
can get a scholarship. It’s given only for next 
semester and if you don’t pass next semester 
exams, there will be no more scholarship for the 
next period.

Highest Professional Training 
A POSTGRADUATE COURSE is a form of 

training for academics. Graduates of a Master’s 
or Specialist Degree can enroll in a postgraduate 
course. The course includes study, teaching, 
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hands-on experience, and research. Postgraduate 
students select a research field and subject of 
research for their dissertation. Full-time study 
lasts 3 years, while part-time study lasts 4 years. 
A graduate is awarded a postgraduate certificate 
with the corresponding qualification (“Research 
Fellow,” “Research Teaching Fellow”). Depending 
on the result of the dissertation defense, 
a  Candidate of Sciences Degree is awarded, 
which is the first Degree to confirm the status 
of a  scientist. Candidates of Sciences proceed 
to their Doctoral Degree (the second Degree to 
confirm the scientist status), which is awarded 
following successful defense of their doctoral 
dissertation.

In Russia all colleges, universities and 
academies provide the intramural (full-time), 
extramural (part-time) and distance forms of 
study. The two last allow students to combine 
higher education in Russia with work activities.

Task 6.1: Give Russian equivalents to the following 
English words and word combinations: 

to proceed, hands-on experience, postgraduate course, 
competition, term, defense, in-depth specialization, 
vocational education, alumnus, to broaden knowledge, 
to train, intramural, extramural, applicant 
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Task 6.2: Give English equivalents to the following 
Russian words and word combinations:

защита диссертации, высокооплачиваемая работа, 
предоставлять право, подтверждать, зависеть, сочетать, 
последний из перечисленных

Task 6.3: Learn the following words and word-
combinations; they will help you to speak 
about higher education in the world: 

to be accessible – быть доступным
to be free of charge - быть бесплатным 
entrance examinations – вступительные экзамены 
to get (receive) grants – получать стипендию) 
to make decisions – принимать решения 
highly-qualified specialists – высококвалифицированные 
специалисты 
specialized subjects – специальные предметы 
self-governing – самоуправляемый 
a tutorial system – наставническая система 
to be enrolled into a university – быть зачисленным 
в университет 
to be connected with – быть связанным с … 
a distance education system – система дистантного 
обучения
to be divided into – делиться на … 
advanced knowledge – знания повышенного типа
 to concentrate on – сосредотачиваться на … 
to prepare for – готовить (ся) к чему-либо 
to play an important part in – играть важную роль в … 
to determine – определять 
to preserve – сохранять
to develop – развивать 
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value – ценность 
to exchange – обмениваться 
to differ from – отличаться от … 
a tutor – наставник, руководитель нескольких студентов 
to appoint – назначать, определять 
to carry on research – проводить исследование 
particular subject – конкретный предмет 
to attend lectures – посещать лекции 
to arrange examinations – организовывать экзамены
to be famous for all over the world – быть известным 
во всем мире 
to hold classes – организовывать занятия 
teaching staff – коллектив преподавателей 
to depend on – зависеть от ...
to confer a diploma on a graduate – выдавать диплом 
to award a certificate to a graduate – выдавать 
свидетельство об окончании 

Task 6.4: Points for discussion: 

1.	The role of education in modern society. 
2.	The main trends in the native and foreign higher 

education.
3.	What are two basic types of postgraduate study in 

Russia and other European countries?
4.	What are the differences and similarities between the 

systems of postgraduate study in Russia and other 
European countries?

5.	Present the system of higher education of any country 
you like.
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1. Read and translate the text

Postgraduate Education
Postgraduate degrees  are specialist 

qualifications that help you to become an expert 
in a particular field of study.  People choose to 
do a postgraduate qualification for different 
reasons: mastering personal skills, enhancing 
career, changing to a new subject area, pursuing 
an academic career or developing an interest. 

Postgraduate education involves learning 
and studying for degrees or other qualifications 
for which a first or Bachelor’s degree generally is 
required, and is normally considered to be part 
of higher education.

The organization and structure of postgraduate 
education varies in different countries, and also 
in different institutions within countries.

As far as German system is concerned, 
in some programs in the traditional German 
system, there is no legal distinction between 
“undergraduate” and “postgraduate”. In such 

Unit II POSTGRADUATE 
EDUCATION
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programs, all education aims towards the Master’s 
degree, whether introductory (Bachelor’s level) or 
advanced (Master’s level). 

For example, you can get MA in Music 
Education: Instrumental and Vocal Teaching. It is 
a course for musicians interested in developing 
their instrumental and vocal teaching skills.

You can explore practical and theoretical 
concepts of music education, as well as aspects 
of psychology, music psychology and health. 
By drawing on your own experiences, reading 
academic literature and putting new ideas into 
practice within your teaching, you can develop 
your understanding of instrumental pedagogy 
and develop strategies for reflective practice, 
helping you to enhance your capabilities and 
confidence as a teacher.

Teaching team help students to pursue 
individual interests and support their 
professional and personal development. The 
collaborative and energetic atmosphere combined 
with varied module content means that students 
are highly motivated and enthusiastic. It is a 
great environment for studies. This unique, 
intellectually stimulating and fascinating course 
is perfect for any musician wishing to hone 
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teaching skills. The skills and experience you’ll 
gain on this course are directly applicable to your 
career. The course will help you to boost your 
employability and gain confidence as a teacher. 
It will help you secure teaching jobs in schools, a 
music centre and build up a plethora of private 
pupils.

Task 1.1: Translate into English:

a)	 Музыкальные школы предлагают интенсивную 
программу, которая готовит студентов к тому, чтобы 
стать профессиональными музыкантами;

b)	 Учебная программа включает в себя сочетание 
курсов музыкального образования, дирижирования, 
теории и истории музыки;

c)	 Программы направлены на подготовку музыкантов 
к карьере в области духовной музыки;

d)	 Магистерская программа готовит студентов к тому, 
чтобы они стали профессиональными исполнителями, 
дирижерами и композиторами в соответствии с их 
областью специализации;

e)	 В последние десятилетия, с развитием цифровых 
технологий и образовательных инноваций, 
музыкальное образование обогатилось различными 
формами исследовательской и проектной 
деятельности;

f)	 Студенты, обучающиеся игре на фортепиано, 
посещают обязательные занятия по аккомпанементу 
и ансамблю.
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2. Read and translate the text

What is a Master’s Degree  
in Library Science?

A master’s degree in library science is a post-
graduate degree that focuses on the collection, 
organization, preservation and management 
of  large quantities o books and other information. 
Library science master’s programs typically take 
two years to complete. Through their coursework, 
students learn how to fulfill job responsibility 
like:

•	 Collecting books, documents, paperwork, 
manuscripts and other texts

•	 Managing specific library departments
•	 Archiving texts, documents and other 

information
•	 Digitally logging and archiving library 

inventory
•	 Conducting research on inventory
•	 Managing library staff
•	 Training lower-level library staff
•	 Overseeing the library’s daily operations

With a master’s in library science (MLS), 
you will be working in the lead of the growing 
and dynamic field of librarianship.  Thanks to 
major changes in technology and systems in 
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the past decade, librarianship is much different 
today. With all of the technological changes has 
come the emergence of the valuable MLS degree 
as the most efficient way to break into this 
competitive field. 

A master in library science degree will ready 
you for the rapidly-changing environment of library 
and media digital trends, and will ensure you 
have a complete understanding of modern library 
resources, both technical and paper-based.

With technology so important now in library 
science, enrolling in an MLS degree program is 
the perfect way to develop the technical skills 
to be an effective librarian in our digital age. 
Earning a master’s degree in library science 
prepares you for a career in information science 
and data management.

Task 2.1: Translate into English:

a)	 Специалисты, как правило, ожидают, что 
библиотечные школы обеспечат некоторые формы 
непрерывного образования;

b)	 Магистерская степень помогает приобрести 
прочные, обширные знания в области каталогизации, 
сохранения и сервисного обслуживания жизненно 
важных материалов в библиотеке;

c)	 Если вы заинтересованы в продвижении своей 
карьеры в области библиотечного дела, получение 
степени магистра по этой дисциплине может помочь 
подготовить вас к успеху;
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d)	 Вы можете получить должность более высокого 
уровня, получив степень магистра библиотечного 
дела;

e)	 Магистр библиотечного дела может работать 
в  консалтинговых компаниях, чтобы исследовать, 
систематизировать, оценивать и анализировать 
информацию для клиентов;

f)	 Получив степень магистра библиотечного дела, вы 
можете стать экспертом в области библиотечного 
дела и всего, что связано с этой областью.

3. Read and translate the text

MA in Museum Studies

Museums are more relevant today than 
ever before. They are responsible for cultural 
stewardship and serve as a gathering place for 
communities; a space for reflection, interaction, 
participation, and learning (onsite and online); 
and act as an agent of social change.

Innovations in information and 
communication technologies are challenging 
museums to rethink their approach and 
transform the museum experience to keep up 
with the intellectual curiosity of today’s learners.

As far as Master’s degree in Cultural 
Heritage and Museology is concerned, 
general objectives of the course are to provide 
advanced education in the respective areas; 
ensure the theoretical and practical preparation 
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and expertise that enable engagement or an increase 
in professional activities, research, management, 
teaching and/or dissemination in Museology, 
Programing and Management and Conservation 
and Rehabilitation. Besides, this course provides 
updated knowledge, understanding of concepts 
and inventory of supplies thus contributing 
to continuing education. Moreover, it ensures 
training for a career in the museum field 
and protection of assets, enhances ability to 
organize and implement planning projects as 
well as the stimulation, dissemination and/or 
rehabilitation of cultural heritage and museums,  
enables intervention and/or rehabilitation in the 
areas of museology and heritage.

Task 3.1: Translate into English:

a)	Основываясь на междисциплинарных знаниях, 
студенты приобретают способность анализировать 
музейные события и соотносить их с историей культуры;

b)	Получив степень магистра, специалист в области 
музеологии может углубить исследовательские 
навыки, касающиеся ресурсов, проблем и тенденций 
в областях музееведения и наследия;

c)	Важно научить магистрантов применять знания и 
методологии в работе, предлагать и находить решения;

d)	Магистерская программа предоставляет как 
практические, так и методологические знания;

e)	Студенты приобретают глубокие знания об 
определенных объектах и памятниках, а также 
музеографии;
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f)	 Программа предоставляет возможности для 
углубленного изучения в областях архитектурных 
исследований, средневековой живописи и графики, 
современной архитектуры и изобразительного 
искусства, а также новых современных средств 
массовой информации.

Task 3.2: Answer questions:

a.	 Are you a postgraduate student?
b.	When did you take your Master’s course?
c.	 Who is your supervisor?
d.	What research degree are you going to take?
e.	 What is your field?
f.	 What problems are you going to investigate?
h.	Are you going to carry on research individually or in 

a team?

Task 3.3: Progress Questions: 

a)	 How has higher education changed your mental outlook 
and scope of interest?

b)	 What are the reasons for taking Master’s degree? 
c)	 What new experience and knowledge do you hope to 

gain from taking Master’s degree?
d)	 What are the benefits of having Master’s qualification 

in relation to future employment?
e)	 Do you think that most employers will value the skills 

developed at Master’s course?

Task 3.4: Points for discussion:

a)	 Advantages and disadvantages of having Master’s 
degree.

b)	 Differences and similarities between the systems of 
postgraduate study in the UK, Germany and Russia.

c)	 Skills you have already mastered and ones you are yet 
to master.
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1. Discuss the following questions:

a. Why did you take your Master’s course?
b. What field of science do you study in?
c. What is your area of specialization?
d. What do you enjoy most about working in your scientific 

field?

2. Read the text about the Master’s Degree research 
work 

ABOUT MYSELF AND MY STUDY
I want to tell you a few words about myself 

and my research work. When a pupil, I felt a call 
for exact sciences, that’s why I decided to obtain 
higher education in this field of knowledge. 
I entered the Samara State Institute of Culture 
the Department of Museology, Cultural Studies 
and Art History. Upon graduation my Bachelor’s 
Degree education, I was eager to continue 
doing research in the chosen field, that’s why 
I  decided to enter Master’s Degree course. For 
me there’s nothing like studying the specific area 
in a profound way and working under the direct 

Unit III THE AREA 
OF YOUR 
SPECIALIZATION
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supervision of experienced specialists who can 
help me to produce work of a high standard.

Of course, doing science is not easy. 
Everything depends on your own motivation and 
abilities. That’s why I work and study really hard 
and try to make the best of my abilities in order to 
meet the obligatory requirements of my training. 
I’m really lucky to have an opportunity to work 
under the guidance of efficient professors of our 
faculty.

My scientific advisor helps me with my MA 
thesis. He helped me to choose the topic of my 
research, to work out the scheme of research 
analysis, to carry out experiments. He corrects 
some points of my thesis and I follow his advice. 
On the one hand, it’s not an easy matter to collect 
and process data, but on the other hand it’s very 
interesting.

I have been working on my thesis for several 
months. I have already finished the first chapter 
and now I am writing the second one. I know that it 
will be really difficult to prove the thesis, but I’ll do 
my best, because I’m really interested in obtaining 
a Master’s Degree. My scientific advisor encourages 
me, and I hope that I’ll succeed in performing the 
experiments and defending my thesis.
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I’m a diligent, industrious and persistent 
student. I do work hard and I know for sure that 
studying for the Master’s Degree is the time for 
self-improvement and self-education.

Words and Phrases

diligent - (industrious, persistent) прилежный (трудолю-
бивый, настойчивый)

major in - специализироваться в

meet one’s requirements - отвечать ч-л требованиям

research supervisor (a scientific advisor) - научный руко-
водитель

make an experiment (to do research) - проводить экспе-
римент (исследование)

collect and process data - собирать и обрабатывать дан-
ные

present the thesis (the dissertation) - представить дис-
сертацию

defend the thesis - защищать диссертацию

3. Present your ideas of the scientific work. Learn the 
following words and word-combinations; they will help 
you to speak about your scientific work:

to improve knowledge 
to upgrade qualification
My major interest is in the field of ... 
be interested in …
The field of my specialization is …
My study deals with the problems of ...
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I’d like to do research in …
The main aim of my research work is …
My research work touches upon the problems of ...
I prefer to work on my own …
I prefer to work in a team
My supervisor is …

MY RESEARCH WORK
I would like to say a few words about my 

investigation. The subject of my investigation 
is… Research of this problem began with the 
idea of my scientific adviser. And I appreciate 
the opportunity to work with such a scientist.

During my studies I’ve had an opportunity 
to get knowledge from remarkable teachers 
like (professors … candidates and doctors 
of  science  …) They have achievements in their 
fields of scientific research, publish scientific 
works, take courses of lectures, carry out 
seminars, tutorial and laboratory works.

I especially appreciate my scientific 
adviser professor … who supervises my work. 
My  scientific adviser is professor … His/her 
biography includes … years of work at the plant 
as an engineer and … years as a lecturer at the 
Institute. He/she has published about … scientific 
works and articles, has about … inventions and 
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patents. Professor … is an incredibly energetic 
person and is always busy delivering lectures for 
students, communicating with great number of 
cultural specialists and scientists from another 
institutes. I suppose that my scientific advisor 
is the person, who completely fulfilled himself/
herself as a scientist and a personality as a whole.

I’ve been already working on my research 
work for …

During all this time I’ve been writing articles. 
I think it is very important for young researchers 
to print the results of their scientific works 
periodically.

Besides I take part in conferences. Conference 
is an important event in researcher’s life. 
Especially it is inspiring for young researchers. 
Sometimes it is said that a scientific conference 
is the best school for those who want to advance 
science. Conferences are intended to let scientists 
to share their achievements and opportunity 
for everyone to exchange opinions and discuss 
scientific and organization problems of common 
interests. I think, that making personal contacts 
with people is sometimes much more important 
than reading papers.
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The goal of conference is to encourage 
researchers to solve problems of modern science 
and to stimulate international ties. The success 
of the completion of the thesis greatly depends 
on the chosen research methods, because they 
help to achieve the necessary purpose. One of 
the empiric methods of research is experiment. 
Experiment must meet a number of special 
requirements: activity, systematic character, 
clear purposes presence, a good plan.

Task 3.1: Questions:

1.	 What are the fields of investigation at your department?

2.	 What is your scientific research about?

3.	 What contribution are you going to make to the problem 
in question?

4.	 What do you like and dislike about doing a research?

5.	 How long have you been working on your research?

6.	 Have you already published articles in any journals?

7.	 Who is your scientific adviser?

8.	 What are your adviser’s current research interests?

9.	 Have you taken part in scientific conferences?

10.	What research methods do you use when working on 
your thesis?

Task 3.2: Be ready to answer the following questions:

1.	 What is your name? Where are you from? When and 
where were you born? Where do you live now?
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2.	 What higher educational establishment have you 
graduated from? What faculty? When did you graduate 
from the Institute (university)? What subjects did 
you study at the Institute? What were your favourite 
subjects at the Institute? Did you participate in any 
scientific societies when you were a student?

3.	 Where do you study now? What is your speciality? 
What narrow field of science do you deal with? When 
did you get interested in this field of study? What is the 
programme of your study? Do you attend the lectures 
and seminars in English and philosophy regularly? 
Are you a part-time or full-time post-graduate student? 
Are you a first or second year postgraduate?

4.	 When did you enter post-graduate-courses? What 
exams did you take? Did you pass your exams 
successfully? What marks did you get at the entrance 
exams? Why did you decide to enter the post-graduate 
course? How long will your course last?

5.	 Who is your scientific leader? Tell a few words about 
your scientific adviser. What field of science does he 
deal with? Does your scientific leader help you in your 
scientific research? Does he often criticize (correct) 
some points of your thesis? Do you follow his advice?

6.	 What is the title of your scientific paper? What does 
your thesis deal with? What is it concerned with? (What 
is the topic of your investigations?) (What problems are 
you going to touch on in your scientific paper? Name 
all of them. What is the practical use (value) of your 
thesis? What are the main objectives of your scientific 
paper? What is the theoretical value of your thesis?

7.	 Where do you get materials (information, data) for your 
thesis? Is Internet helpful to you too? What scientific 
journals do you read? What kind of information 
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do  you  get? Do you read any scientific literature 
in English? Have you read any scientific literature of 
your scientific supervisor? What are they about? Can 
they help you in your scientific research?

8.	 Do you carry out the experimental part of your work? 
Where? What experiments do you carry out? What do 
you need for your experiments? Who sponsors your 
research?

9.	 Have you written any scientific articles? What are they 
about? Have you published them? Where? Are you 
going to publish them? Have you taken part in scientific 
conferences?

10.	How long have you been working on your thesis? How 
many chapters have you already written? What is it 
about? When are you going to present (submit) your 
thesis for defence? (When are you going to defend your 
thesis?) Is there the Higher Qualification Commission in 
your speciality at our Institute? Who is the Head of it?

11.	Do you work? Where do you work? What is your 
occupation? How long have you been working there? Is 
your work connected with your thesis?

12.	What are you going to do after taking the degree of 
Candidate of Science? Are you going to continue your 
scientific career for the Doctoral degree?

Task 3.3: Advertise the MA course you study at. Use 
specific reasons and examples to support 
your answer:

The phrases below may be of some help to you:

The course offers a wide range of learning/career 
enhancement/ employment opportunities within research.
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The course provides .../is committed to providing ...

To address the need, the course conducts …

The goal of the program is to ensure/to foster/to enhance...

to acquire practical skills in one’s field of knowledge ...

to do thorough/careful practical training in …

to apply one’s knowledge and display initiative ...

to provide a solid foundation for professional training ...

to specialize in …

The program offers a wide range of specialized courses.

to acquire skills in research

to acquire practical skills in one’s field of knowledge

to do thorough/careful practical training in …

to apply one’s knowledge
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MUSIC

1. Read the text and give your own title. Discuss the 
history of the American music development

American Music 

The United States is often said to be a cultural 
melting pot, taking in influences from across the 
world and creating distinctively new methods of 
cultural expression. Elements of foreign music 
arrived in the United States both through the formal 
sponsorship of educational and outreach events 
by individuals and groups, and through informal 
processes, as in the incidental transplantation 
of West African music through slavery, and Irish 
music through immigration. The most distinctly 
American music is a result of cross-cultural 
hybridization through close contact. Slavery, for 
example, mixed persons from numerous tribes 
in tight living quarters, resulting in a shared 
musical tradition that was enriched through 
further hybridizing with elements of indigenous, 

Unit IV TEXTS FOR 
READING AND 
DISCUSSION
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Latin, and European music. American ethnic, 
religious, and racial diversity has also produced 
such intermingled genres as the French-African 
music of the Louisiana Creoles, the Native, 
Mexican and European fusion Tejano music, 
and the thoroughly hybridized slack-key guitar 
and other styles of modern Hawaiian music. 

The process of transplanting music between 
cultures is not without criticism. The folk 
revival of the mid-20th century, for example, 
appropriated the music of various rural peoples, 
in part to promote certain political causes, which 
has caused some to question whether the process 
caused the “commercial commoditization of other 
peoples’ songs ... and the inevitable dilution of 
mean” in the appropriated music. The issue of 
cultural appropriation has also been a major part 
of racial relations in the United States. The use 
of African American musical techniques, images, 
and conceits in popular music largely by and 
for white Americans has been widespread since 
at least the mid-19th century songs of Stephen 
Foster and the rise of minstrel shows. The 
American music industry has actively attempted 
to popularize white performers of African 
American music because they are more palatable 
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to mainstream and middle-class Americans. This 
process has been related to the rise of stars as 
varied as Benny Goodman, Eminem, and Elvis 
Presley, as well as popular styles like blue-eyed 
soul and rockabilly.

The ancestors of today’s African American 
population were brought to the United States as 
slaves, working primarily in the plantations of the 
South. They were from hundreds of tribes across 
West Africa, and they brought with them certain 
traits of West African music including call and 
response vocals and complexly rhythmic music, 
as well as syncopated beats and shifting accents. 
The African musical focus on rhythmic singing 
and dancing was brought to the New World, and 
where it became part of a distinct folk culture 
that helped Africans “retain continuity with 
their past through music”. The first slaves in the 
United States sang work songs, field hollers and, 
following Christianization, hymns. In the 19th 
century, a Great Awakening of religious fervor 
gripped people across the country, especially in 
the South. Protestant hymns written mostly by 
New England preachers became a feature of camp 
meetings held among devout Christians across 
the South. When blacks began singing adapted 
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versions of these hymns, they were called Negro 
spirituals. It was from these roots, of spiritual 
songs, work songs, and field hollers, that blues, 
jazz, and gospel developed. 

2. Read the text and be ready for a comprehension 
check-up

Blues and Spirituals

Spirituals were primarily expressions 
of  religious faith, sung by slaves on southern 
plantations. In the mid to late 19th century, 
spirituals spread out of the U.S. South. In 1871 
Fisk University became home to the Fisk Jubilee 
Singers, a pioneering group that popularized 
spirituals across the country. In imitation of 
this group, gospel quartets arose, followed by 
increasing diversification with the early 20th-
century rise of jackleg and singing preachers, 
from whence came the popular style of gospel 
music. 

Blues is a combination of African work 
songs, field hollers, and shouts. It developed in 
the rural South in the first decade of the 20th 
century. The most important characteristics of 
the blues is its use of the blue scale, with a flatted 
or indeterminate third, as well as the typically 



– 47 –

lamenting lyrics; though both of these elements 
had existed in African American folk music prior 
to the 20th century, the codified form of modern 
blues (such as with the AAB structure) did not 
exist until the early 20th century.

The blues is a genre of African American 
folk music that is the basis for much of modern 
American popular music. Blues can be seen 
as part of a continuum of musical styles like 
country, jazz, ragtime, and gospel; though each 
genre evolved into distinct forms, their origins 
were often indistinct. Early forms of the blues 
evolved in and around the Mississippi Delta in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. The earliest 
blues music was primarily call and response vocal 
music, without harmony or accompaniment and 
without any formal musical structure. Slaves and 
their descendants created the blues by adapting 
the field shouts and hollers, turning them into 
passionate solo songs. When mixed with the 
Christian spiritual songs of African American 
churches and revival meetings, blues became 
the basis of gospel music. Modern gospel began in 
African American churches in the 1920s, in the 
form of worshipers proclaiming their faith in an 
improvised, often musical manner (testifying). 



– 48 –

Composers like Thomas A. Dorsey composed gospel 
works that used elements of blues and jazz in 
traditional hymns and spiritual songs. 

Ragtime was originally a piano style, 
featuring syncopated rhythms and chromaticisms. 
It is primarily a form of dance music utilizing the 
walking bass, and is generally composed in sonata 
form. Ragtime is a refined and evolved form of 
the African American cakewalk dance, mixed 
with styles ranging from European marches and 
popular songs to jigs and other dances played by 
large African American bands in northern cities 
during the end of the 19th century. The most 
famous ragtime performer and composer was 
Scott Joplin, known for works such as “Maple Leaf 
Rag”. 

Blues became a part of American popular 
music in the 1920s, when classic female blues 
singers like Bessie Smith grew popular. At the 
same time, record companies launched the field 
of race music, which was mostly blues targeted at 
African American audiences. The most famous of 
these acts went on to inspire much of the later 
popular development of the blues and blues-
derived genres, including the legendary delta 
blues musician Robert Johnson and Piedmont blues 
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musician Blind Willie McTell. By the end of the 
1940s, however, pure blues was only a minor 
part of popular music, having been subsumed by 
offshoots like rhythm & blues and the nascent 
rock and roll style. Some styles of electric, 
piano-driven blues, like boogie-woogie, retained 
a large audience. A bluesy style of gospel also 
became popular in mainstream America in the 
1950s, led by singer Mahalia Jackson. The blues 
genre experienced major revivals in the 1950s 
with Chicago blues musicians such as Muddy Waters 
and Little Walter, as well as in the 1960s in the 
British Invasion and American folk music revival when 
country blues musicians like Mississippi John Hurt 
and Reverend Gary Davis were rediscovered. The 
seminal blues musicians of these periods had 
tremendous influence on rock musicians such 
as Chuck Berry in the 1950s, as well as on the 
British blues and blues rock scenes.

Task 2.1: Check up for comprehension:

1. What is the origin of spirituals? 
2. What are the most important characteristics of the 

blues? 
3. Why is blues the basis for much of modern American 

popular music? 
4. What is ragtime? 
5. What did record companies launch in the 1920s and 

what was the result of their act?
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3. Read and translate the text

Jazz
Jazz is a kind of music characterized by 

swung and blue notes, call and response 
vocals, polyrhythms and improvisation. Though 
originally a kind of dance music, jazz has been 
a major part of popular music, and has also 
become a major element of Western classical 
music. Jazz has roots in West African cultural 
and musical expression, and in African American 
music traditions including blues and ragtime, 
as well as European military band music. Early 
jazz was closely related to ragtime, with which 
it could be distinguished by the use of more 
intricate rhythmic improvisation. The earliest 
jazz bands adopted much of the vocabulary of 
the blues, including bent and blue notes and 
instrumental “growls” and smears otherwise 
not used on European instruments. Jazz’s roots 
come from the city of New Orleans, Louisiana, 
populated by Cajuns and black Creoles, who 
combined the French-Canadian culture of the 
Cajuns with their own styles of music in the 
19th century. Large Creole bands that played 
for funerals and parades became a major basis 
for early jazz, which spread from New Orleans 
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to Chicago and other northern urban centers. 
Though jazz had long since achieved some 
limited popularity, it was Louis Armstrong 
who became one of the first popular stars and 
a major force in the development of jazz, along 
with his friend pianist Earl Hines. Armstrong, 
Hines, and their colleagues were improvisers, 
capable of creating numerous variations on a 
single melody. Armstrong also popularized scat 
singing, an improvisational vocal technique in 
which nonsensical syllables (vocables) are sung. 
Armstrong and Hines were influential in the rise 
of a kind of pop big band jazz called swing. Swing 
is characterized by a strong rhythm section, 
usually consisting of double bass and drums, 
medium to fast tempo, and rhythmic devices 
like the swung note, which is common to most 
jazz. Swing is primarily a fusion of 1930s jazz 
fused with elements of the blues and Tin Pan 
Alley. Swing used bigger bands than other kinds 
of jazz, leading to bandleaders tightly arranging 
the material which discouraged improvisation, 
previously an integral part of jazz. Swing became 
a major part of African American dance, and 
came to be accompanied by a popular dance 
called the swing dance. Jazz influenced many 
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performers of all the major styles of later popular 
music, though jazz itself never again became 
such a major part of American popular music 
as during the swing era. The later 20th-century 
American jazz scene did, however, produce some 
popular crossover stars, such as Miles Davis. 
In the middle of the 20th century, jazz evolved 
into a variety of subgenres, beginning with 
bebop. Bebop is a form of jazz characterized by 
fast tempos, improvisation based on harmonic 
structure rather than melody, and use of the 
flatted fifth. Bebop was developed in the early 
and mid-1940s, later evolving into styles like 
hard bop and free jazz. Innovators of the style 
included Charlie Parker and Dizzy Gillespie, who 
arose from small jazz clubs in New York City. 

As far as classical music is concerned it was 
brought to the United States with some of the first 
colonists. European classical music is rooted in 
the traditions of European art, ecclesiastical and 
concert music. The central norms of this tradition 
developed between 1550 and 1825, centering on 
what is known as the common practice period. 
Many American classical composers attempted 
to work entirely within European models until 
late in the 19th century. When Antonín Dvořák, 
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a prominent Czech composer, visited the United 
States from 1892 to 1895, he iterated the idea 
that American classical music needed its own 
models instead of imitating European composers; 
he helped to inspire subsequent composers to 
make a distinctly American style of classical 
music. By the beginning of the 20th century, 
many American composers were incorporating 
disparate elements into their work, ranging from 
jazz and blues to Native American music.

Task 3.1: Write down an annotation of the text using 
the model and some expressions below: 

This text deals with ... 
It is pointed out ... 
It is stressed that ... 
It should bе noted that ...
It is evident that … 
It is interesting to note that ...
It should be remembered that ...

4. Read the text. Divide the text into several parts and 
suggest a title for each one

British Music

British music as a unique style or a national 
tradition dates back to the 15th century, when 
it became distinct from a wider European style 
of music. Despite the lack of a large number of 
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major composers born in England, British music 
has a rich history and has made a major impact 
on world music through the centuries.

Music always played an important role in 
British cultural life. Musical interests ranged 
from classical music and opera to pop music 
and rock music, which are extremely popular, 
especially among young people. The country`s 
great interest in classical music is reflected in 
the large audiences that attends concerts, opera 
and ballet. In spite of it there are also regular 
performances for lovers of folk music, brass band 
music, jazz, light music and choral music.

In the earliest periods, British music took 
the form of minstrelsy in which performers who 
were paid by the king played and sang, usually 
to mark important occasions.

The English were also known for “part singing,” 
in which each performer sang a separate part of the 
song, rather than all performers singing together 
as was common in other European countries.

In the Middle Ages, music was associated 
primarily with the church; most British 
compositions that survived from this period 
were written for religious services. With the 
Protestant Reformation in the 16th century, 



– 55 –

a new phenomenon of gained popularity in 
England, as the biblical texts psalm-singing were 
set to music and sung in Reformed churches and 
homes. Instrumental music, particularly for the 
lute by composers such as John Dowland, was 
also common during the Renaissance. At the end 
of the 17th century, Henry Purcell’s compositions 
for the church, to celebrate events in the life of 
Queen Mary II and for the theater, were among 
the most important contributions to English 
music of the period.

In the 19th century, the growth in sheet music 
publishing and the manufacturing of pianos 
further contributed to the traditions of amateur 
and popular music. The tradition of composing 
for the theater was carried on in Victorian 
England by W.S. Gilbert and Arthur Sullivan, 
whose popular comic operas, including  The 
Pirates of Penzance,  The Mikado  set the stage 
for the tradition of modern musical theater in 
England and the United States.

Between 1880 and 1887 the London Guildhall 
School of Music was established. The Royal College 
of Music, originating in a training school under 
Arthur Sullivan, was founded (1882-1883) under 
Sir George Grove. The Queen’s Hall Promenade 
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Concerts, led by Sir Henry Wood were founded 
in 1895. The Promenade concerts are probably 
the most famous. They still continue today in the 
Royal Albert Hall. They take place every night 
for about three months in the summer, and the 
programs include new and contemporary works, 
as well as classics. Among them are symphonies 
and other pieces of music composed by Benjamin 
Britten, the famous English musician.

In the middle of the 20th century, Benjamin 
Britten helped to keep the English operatic 
tradition strong, especially with his very popular 
and influential Peter Grimes. During this period, 
several important orchestras were founded, 
including the London Philharmonic and the Royal 
Philharmonic. British music festivals also started 
during this time and continue to be popular. 
B.  Britten is a well-known British composer 
(1913-1976). He has composed a large amount of 
music of all kinds, among them operas and choral 
works. His music is very expressive. One of his 
greatest works is the opera “Peter Grimes”. It’s an 
exciting story about a poor fisherman who was 
falsy accused and driven out of his native village.

Task 4.1: Make up a summary of the text
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5. Read the text and speak on the peak of British music 
popularity

Perhaps the most important contributions of 
British music have come not from its classical 
composers but from its flourishing popular 
music culture. In the period between the two 
World Wars, Britain experienced a general rise 
in leisure time and culture that led to increased 
appreciation for popular music and a significant 
growth in its production and distribution. During 
these years, the development of radio and the 
gramophone also increased the spread of popular 
music in England. The music of brass bands 
and dance halls was especially popular, as was 
jazz. Performers like and Ray Noble performed 
and recorded prolifically and sold records in the 
millions of copies in the years after World War I.

In the early 1960s, British music reached 
its peak of popularity, success and influence. 
Beginning in 1960, the “British invasion” was an 
influx of British bands into the American music 
scene. Super groups, especially the Beatles and 
the Rolling Stones but many others as well, 
topped the American popular music charts and 
created sometimes hysterical reactions among 
fans when they arrived to play concerts in the 
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United States. The “Beatlemania” that swept 
the United States during the Beatles’ 1964 tour 
helped fuel the success of these bands. At the 
end of the 1960s, many American performers 
took up the styles - in both sound and fashion 
- that the Beatles and other English groups had 
made popular, continuing the influence of British 
culture on American popular music.

English bands also dominated another 
important trend in late 20th century popular 
music with the punk rock bands of the 1970s. 
Groups such as the Sex Pistols and The Clash 
produced music that was loud, fast and guitar-
heavy. They set out to shock audiences with 
their attitudes and appearance and are often 
seen as giving voice to the economic and political 
struggles of 1970s England. British punk was, 
like the British pop music of the previous decade, 
a major influence on the American music scene. 
In the 1980s, a second British invasion hit the 
U.S. airwaves, led by the New Romantic, New 
Wave and Synth-Pop styles of groups such as A 
Flock of Seagulls, The Human League, Pet Shop 
Boys and, later, Depeche Mode and New Order.
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6. Make an outline and retell the text

English music dates back to the culture of 
Celtic tribes who inhabited the British Isles in the 
4th century. The Celts played the pipe, the flute, 
the primitive violin, the drum. In the 6th century 
the British were converted to Christianity. 
Church music dominated at that period. In the 
11th century the Normans who came from the 
North of France began to invade the British 
Isles. French culture influenced the development 
of music in Britain. New forms of folk music 
appeared at that time: epic, romantic, satirical 
songs. Bards and minstrels sang them and played 
the harp, the lyre, the lute, the violin. In the 15th 
century the Renaissance came to Great Britain. 
At that time professional musicians began to 
play their music. English music had a great 
influence on the development of the Continental 
style. The first famous composer of that period 
was John Dunstable (1390–1453). As far as 
William Shakespeare is concerned he created 
his immortal tragedies and comedies, and music 
had the great importance in the theatre. At that 
time England gave the world the music of William 
Byrd (1542–1623), Orlando Gibbons (1583– 
1625), John Bull (1562–1628).  A Low Point in 
English Native Music is the 18th-19th centuries. 
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A lot of foreign musicians were attracted by the 
country’s wealth and large public. Among them 
was George Frederick Handel (1685-1759) who 
was German by origin, settled in London in 1712 
and remained there till his death. Handel created 
a great number of organ concertos, operas, 
which were the most original contribution both 
to English and the world music. 

In the 19th century Edward Elgar became an 
outstanding national composer. He created his 
own original style and was a great authority as 
the head of a new school of music. He composed 
symphonies, concertos and oratorios. 

In the early 20th century English music was 
represented by Ralph Williams (1872-1958), 
Gustav Holst (1874–1934). The most prominent 
composers of the 20th century are Benjamin 
Britten (1913-1976), William Walton (1902-
1983), Richard Rodney Bennett (b. 1936).

Rock and pop music have been very popular 
in Britain for the last 30 years. They have 
become an important part of Britain’s youthful 
pop-culture. British pop and rock groups have 
a great appeal to audiences all over the world 
and often set new trends in music. In the 1960s 
and 1970s several groups achieved international 
success: The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, Led 
Zeppelin, The Queen, Pink Floyd, Elton John.



– 61 –

LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANSHIP

1. Read the text. Express your opinion on the role of 
the book in a person’s life

Even in the current modern life of computers, 
laptops and tablets, it is difficult for us to imagine 
a world in which there is no book. It plays a very 
important role in the life of every person, being a 
source of knowledge, information and education. 
Books surround us since childhood, give us 
useful advice, open before us various secrets and 
teach us to understand ourselves. Thanks to the 
books, we learn the fate of various heroes, learn 
from them and even want to be similar to some. 
The book can not only give us some knowledge, 
but teaches us kindness and humanity. It is the 
only and unchanging teacher throughout our 
lives. Thanks to the book, a person develops 
and improves, learning to analyze information. 
After all, for the concept of the meaning of the 
text of any book, you need to learn carefully and 
carefully read, memorize, draw conclusions and 
then you will open a whole world of interesting 
discoveries. Without books such rapid progress 
of mankind would be impossible, since any 
scientific discovery is based on previously 
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accumulated information. We should thank the 
book for presenting us with history, teaching 
us to appreciate the future and to enjoy the 
masterpieces of ancient literature. In museums 
and various libraries you can find old books that 
came to us from time immemorial. In ancient 
Russia, the book was treated as a great treasure 
and it was believed that a person who had several 
books was the owner of a whole fortune.

In ancient times, books were shrines, they 
were copied by hand and their covers were 
decorated with precious stones. Such a valuable 
book as the Bible has come to us through the 
history of centuries and has remained an 
ancient treasury of human wisdom. Described 
in it views on life have not lost their importance 
today. Books written many centuries ago reveal 
to us the history of the existence of mankind on 
Earth help us to reveal the human essence, to 
know the laws of the worldview of our ancestors. 
With the help of the book, it is easy for us to 
track the evolution of human ideology, social 
order, and moral standards. And even despite 
the development of high technologies and the 
emergence in the life of a person of an e-book, 
fans of traditional reading will still remain, since 
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communication with a printed book with relatives 
of communication with a living person.

2. Read the text. Discuss why the library is a paradise 
for those who appreciate books

The library is a real Paradise for those who 
appreciate books and love reading. This is so, 
because the library includes as many books 
as can not fit in an ordinary house. In the last 
century, educated and rich people who lived in 
huge mansions and could afford to maintain an 
entire library. They had a large room full of books 
and cupboards with them, where there was 
a comfortable place to work and read. I would 
also like to have my own library when I get my 
own house. The library was also an office and a 
place to talk, a place where business meetings or 
negotiations could take place. Very often families 
gathered in the evening and read to each other 
aloud. That is, the library has always been the 
intellectual center of the house.

After the revolution, libraries became 
public, so many people were able to read, read 
a lot and read what they want. Libraries gave 
the opportunity to those who did not have the 
opportunity to constantly buy books, read 
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what was interesting, modern, read the works 
of classics of Russian and foreign literature, 
read poetry and prose of great writers who were 
already known around the world. Libraries 
gave the Russian people the opportunity to be 
educated, to come out of the darkness to the 
light. Therefore, I believe that libraries played 
a very important role in the formation of the 
Russian people, as well as good nutrition plays 
an important role in recovery from illness. 
Books can be compared to food and a library to 
a restaurant. The library is always full of good 
books that will help develop your mind and 
imagination, which will help you grow up, look 
at the world differently, see different situations 
from the outside. But it always depends on the 
reader, what kind of dish he chooses. When a 
person comes to the library, he chooses what he 
will read, sometimes not listening to the advice 
of an experienced librarian. Each restaurant 
has spoiled food, sometimes you need to be very 
careful that it does not get to you on the dining 
table.
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3. Read the text and express your opinion on the role 
of librarians

Librarians - What They Do
The traditional concept of a library is being 

redefined from a place to access paper records or 
books to one that also houses the most advanced 
electronic resources, including the Internet, 
digital libraries, and remote access to a wide 
range of information sources. Consequently, 
librarians, often called information professionals, 
combine traditional duties with tasks involving 
quickly changing technology. Librarians help 
people find information and use it effectively for 
personal and professional purposes. They must 
have knowledge of a wide variety of scholarly 
and public information sources and must follow 
trends related to publishing, computers, and the 
media to oversee the selection and organization 
of library materials. Librarians manage staff 
and develop and direct information programs 
and systems for the public and ensure that 
information is organized in a manner that meets 
users’ needs.

Librarian positions focus on one of three 
aspects of library work: user services, technical 
services, and administrative services. Librarians 



– 66 –

in user services, such as reference and children’s 
librarians, work with patrons to help them find the 
information they need. The job involves analyzing 
users’ needs to determine what information is 
appropriate and searching for, acquiring, and 
providing the information. The job also includes an 
instructional role, such as showing users how to find 
and evaluate information. For example, librarians 
commonly help users navigate the Internet so 
they can search for and evaluate information 
efficiently. Librarians in technical services, such 
as acquisitions and cataloguing, acquire, prepare, 
and classify materials so patrons can find it easily. 
Some write abstracts and summaries. Often, these 
librarians do not deal directly with the public. 
Librarians in administrative services oversee 
the management and planning of libraries: they 
negotiate contracts for services, materials, and 
equipment; supervise library employees; perform 
public-relations and fundraising duties; prepare 
budgets; and direct activities to ensure that 
everything functions properly.

In small libraries or information centers, 
librarians usually handle all aspects of library 
operations. They read book reviews, publishers’ 
announcements, and catalogues to keep up with 
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current literature and other available resources, 
and they select and purchase materials from 
publishers, wholesalers, and distributors. 
Librarians prepare new materials, classifying 
them by subject matter and describing books 
and other library materials to make them easy 
to find. Librarians supervise assistants, who 
enter classification information and descriptions 
of materials into electronic catalogs. In large 
libraries, librarians often specialize in a single 
area, such as acquisitions, cataloguing, 
bibliography, reference, special collections, or 
administration. Therefore, good teamwork is 
important.

Librarians also recommend materials. Many 
analyze collections and compile lists of books, 
periodicals, articles, audiovisual materials, and 
electronic resources on particular subjects. 
They collect and organize books, pamphlets, 
manuscripts, and other materials in a specific 
field, such as rare books, genealogy, or music. 
In addition, they coordinate programs such as 
storytelling for children and literacy skills and 
book talks for adults. Some conduct classes, 
publicize services, write grants, and oversee 
other administrative matters.
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Many libraries have access to remote 
databases and maintain their own computerized 
databases. The widespread use of electronic 
resources makes database-searching skills 
important for librarians. Librarians develop and 
index databases and help train users to develop 
searching skills. Some libraries are forming 
consortiums with other libraries to allow patrons 
to access a wider range of databases and to 
submit information requests to several libraries 
simultaneously. The Internet also has greatly 
expanded the amount of available reference 
information. Librarians must know how to use 
these resources and inform the public about the 
wealth of information they contain.

4. Read the text. Discuss what skills librarians need to 
provide services depending on the type of library 

Librarians’ Classification
Librarians are classified according to the 

type of library in which they work: a public 
library; school library media center; college, 
university, or other academic library; or special 
library. Librarians in special libraries work in 
information centers or libraries maintained by 
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government agencies or corporations, law firms, 
advertising agencies, museums, professional 
associations, unions, medical centers, hospitals, 
religious organizations, or research laboratories. 
They acquire and arrange an organization’s 
information resources, which usually are 
limited to subjects of special interest to the 
organization. They can provide vital information 
services by preparing abstracts and indexes of 
current periodicals, organizing bibliographies, 
or analyzing background information and 
preparing reports on areas of particular interest. 
For example, a special librarian working for a 
corporation could provide the sales department 
with information on competitors or new 
developments affecting the field. A medical 
librarian may provide information about new 
medical treatments, clinical trials, and standard 
procedures to health professionals, patients, 
consumers, and corporations. Government 
document librarians, who work in a variety of 
depository libraries in each of the States, preserve 
and disseminate government publications, 
records, and other documents that make up 
a historical record of government actions. 
Some librarians work with specific groups, 



– 70 –

such as children, young adults, adults, or the 
disadvantaged. In school library media centers, 
librarians - often called school media specialists 
- help teachers develop curricula and acquire 
materials for classroom instruction. They also 
conduct classes for students on how to use 
library resources for research projects.

Librarians with computer and information 
systems skills can work as automated-systems 
librarians, planning and operating computer 
systems, and as information architects, designing 
information storage and retrieval systems and 
developing procedures for collecting, organizing, 
interpreting, and classifying information. These 
librarians analyze and plan for future information 
needs. Automated information systems enable 
librarians to focus on administrative and 
budgeting responsibilities, grant writing, and 
specialized research requests, while delegating 
more routine services responsibilities to 
technicians.

More and more, librarians apply their 
information management and research skills 
to arenas outside of libraries - for example, 
database development, reference tool 
development, information systems, publishing, 
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Internet coordination, marketing, Web content 
management and design, and training of database 
users. Entrepreneurial librarians sometimes 
start their own consulting practices, acting as 
freelance librarians or information brokers and 
providing services to other libraries, businesses, 
or government agencies. 

5. Read the text and explain why the library is 
simultaneously a consumer and supplier of information

The library is simultaneously a consumer 
and supplier of information and needs to have 
standards to critique it. Issues involved in 
collection development include costs, copyright 
and licensing, all facets of computerizing, 
support services, and the impact on the rest of 
the library. How information is presented online 
can determine whether and to what extent it 
is used by the public. The sources of digital 
information are coming from all kinds of places 
and shared resources can help defray costs. The 
digital library service environment is defined as 
a network online information space in which 
users can discover, locate, acquire access to, 
and increasingly use information. There is no 
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distinction about the information format. The 
identity of a digital library is the way the library 
discloses, provides access to, and supports 
the use of its increasingly virtual collection. 
Managing, administering, monitoring and 
ensuring fair use of its collection are a part of the 
mix, as well as keeping up with new technologies 
to support education and cultural engagement 
so that the library can evolve and sustain itself. 
The prospect of a completely virtual library still 
seems in the future.

6. Make an outline and retell the text

Special Libraries

The national, university, and public libraries 
form the network of general libraries more or less 
accessible to the general public. They take pride 
in special collections, which are built around a 
special subject interest. Beyond this network 
are a large number of libraries established 
by special groups of users to meet their own 
needs. Many of these originated with learned 
societies and especially with the great scientific 
and engineering societies founded during the 
19th century to provide specialist material for 
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their members. Thus some special libraries 
were founded independently of public libraries 
and before major scientific departments were 
developed in national libraries; for example, 
the National Reference Library of Science and 
Invention, now the Science Reference Library 
and part of the British Library, was originally 
established at the U.K. Patent Office.

Special libraries are frequently attached 
to official institutions such as government 
departments, hospitals, museums, and the like. 
For the most part, however, they come into being 
in order to meet specific needs in commercial 
and industrial organizations. Special libraries 
are planned on strictly practical lines, with 
activities and collections carefully controlled 
in size and scope, even though these libraries 
may be and in fact often are large and wide-
ranging in their activities; they cooperate 
widely with other libraries. They are largely 
concerned with communicating information to 
specialist users in response to - or preferably 
in anticipation of - their specific needs. Special 
libraries have therefore been much concerned 
with the theoretical investigation of information 
techniques, including the use of computers for 
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indexing and retrieval. It was in this area that 
the concept of a science of information flow and 
transfer emerged as a new field of fundamental 
theoretical study. The concept underpins the 
practices not only of special libraries but of all 
types of library and information services.

Task 6.1: Write down an annotation of the text “What 
is Document Management (DMS)?” using 
some expressions below: 

This text deals with ... 
It is pointed out ... 
It is stressed that ... 
It should bе noted that ... 
It is evident that … 
It is interesting to note that ...
It should be remembered that ...

What is Document Management (DMS)?

Document management, often referred to as 
Document Management Systems (DMS), is the 
use of a computer system and software to store, 
manage and track electronic documents and 
electronic images of paper based information 
captured through the use of a document 
scanner.  Document management is how your 
organization stores, manages and tracks its 
electronic documents.
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Document management can be defined as the 
software that controls and organizes documents 
throughout an organization. It incorporates 
document and content capture, workflow, 
document repositories, output systems, and 
information retrieval systems. Also, the processes 
used to track, store and control documents.

Document management is one of the 
precursor technologies to content management, 
and not all that long ago was available solely on 
a stand-alone basis like its imaging, workflow, 
and archiving brethren. It provides some of the 
most basic functionality to content management, 
imposing controls and management capabilities 
onto otherwise “dumb” documents. This makes 
it so that when you have documents and need to 
use them, you are able to do so.

Document management eventually was 
subsumed into content management in no small 
measure because there is more information 
available to us today than ever before, and most 
of it is not being created by us. Thanks to the 
mainstreaming of a whole range of sources like 
the Web, thumb drives, smartphones, etc., the 
need has accelerated to deal with information of 
all kinds: not just in terms of more media types 
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like text vs. images vs. voice files, but also in 
terms of how structured – and thus how readily 
managed – it all is.

Document management systems today range 
in size and scope from small, standalone systems 
to large scale enterprise-wide configurations 
serving a global audience. Many document 
management systems provide a means to 
incorporate standard physical document filing 
practices electronically. 

Today, document management systems 
support the life cycle management of document 
based information. These systems consist of a 
variety of technologies. DMS functions include 
capture, storage, classification, indexing, 
versioning, maintenance, use, security, and 
retention of documents. 

  Document management system, however, 
is designed to improve your business’s handling 
of electronic files. The problem is that many 
small businesses have to deal with mixes of old-
fashioned data on paper and electronic files - 
and in many cases, the proportion of paper data 
is much larger. 

As content stored within a DMS is typically 
self contained a well-designed document 
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management system promotes finding and 
sharing information easily. It does this via 
sophisticated search tools – and the adding of 
classification schemes or taxonomies to the 
document information being stored. 

The Document management system is 
focused primarily on the storage and retrieval of 
self-contained electronic data resources in the 
document form. Generally, the DMS is designed 
to help the organizations to manage the creation 
and flow of documents through the provision of a 
centralized repository. The workflow of the DMS 
encapsulates business rules and metadata. 

  A document management system is a 
computer system (or set of computer programs) 
used to track and store electronic documents 
and/or images of paper documents. The term 
has some overlap with the concepts of content 
management systems. It is often viewed as a 
component of enterprise content management 
(ECM) systems and related to digital asset 
management, document imaging, workflow 
systems and records management systems. 
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7. Read the text and comment upon the importance of 
organization of work with documents

Organization of Work with Documents
Organization of work with personnel documents 

has a special impact on the quality of the functioning 
of the administrative apparatus, as well as the 
formation and culture of labor of employees. The 
more professional the work, the more successful 
the activity of the enterprise as a whole. 

Internal workflow of any enterprise 
includes various activities for the preparation, 
maintenance, filling, copying and transmission 
of business information. As practice shows, 
about seventy percent of all time employees 
spend on these activities. It should be said that 
the organization of work with documents is 
becoming increasingly important. Today, this 
activity is considered one of the main factors of 
the competitiveness of a modern enterprise.

Organization of work with documents suggests 
a special approach to the received and processed 
business data, coordination of processes of 
formation and change of information distribution. 
Proper organization of work with documents 
reduces the search time, increases accuracy, 
timeliness of data, eliminating redundancy.
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Taking into account long-term practice, three 
main types of work with documentation were 
developed: mixed, decentralized and centralized.

The latter form provides for the concentration 
a variety of existing structuring operations in 
the conduct of a single unit in the enterprise. 
Such a subdivision may be a general or a 
personnel department, a chancery and so on. 
Documentation can be maintained by one person 
who is a secretary. In any case, the responsibility 
of the unit or one employee will include the 
implementation of a full cycle of processing 
activities from the receipt to the transfer to the 
archive department. These activities involve 
reception, processing of business information, 
registration, storage, control over execution, 
dispatch, reference and information operations, 
systematization before transfer to the archive.

Centralized organization of work with 
documents is considered the most rational, 
and in this regard, and more preferable. This is 
especially true in small enterprises. When using 
this method of systematization of documentation, 
the costs of information processing activities are 
significantly reduced. In addition, the organization 
of labor of employees is substantially improved. 
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With this form of organization of workflow, office 
equipment is most effective, unity is achieved in 
the methodological and management activities 
related to the processing of documentation.

The opposite centralized system is 
decentralized scheme. In this case, for each 
unit, its own documentation service is formed. 
In these units all operations are carried out 
autonomously. The decentralized system is more 
typical for those institutions and organizations 
that differ in a territorially disparate apparatus. 
In addition, this system of work is also suitable 
for those enterprises, the documentation in which 
differs in some specificity (for example, there is 
a need to ensure the protection of information).

The most common, meanwhile, forms a mixed 
system. In this case, a certain part of all operations 
(as a rule, for receiving and processing sent and 
received documents, storage, replication) is 
carried out in the central unit. In the structural 
departments of the enterprise, activities are 
carried out for printing (creating), ordering, 
storing and preparing for delivery to the archive.

The choice of this or that scheme of work with 
the documentation is carried out in accordance 
with the structure of the enterprise itself.
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1. Speak about functions of the modern museum

MUSEUMS
The modern museum is a multifunctional 

building. The variety of functions includes 
not just a repository of relics, but also the 
systematization of collections, the promotion of 
art, educational activities and research work. 
The creation of modern expositions requires an innovative 
approach, experiment, critical reassessment of 
many provisions and views on its formation. 

Architecture, history, literature, painting, 
sculpture, cinema are the means by which 
modern museums can affect their visitors. The 
visitors should be engaged not only in physical 
activity, but in the mental one as well. The goals 
of the architect and designer are to consistently 
reveal the exhibition story, highlighting a number 
of components making up the single structure of 
the exhibition.

Modern expositions show the interrelation 
of multifaceted science with a variety of creative 
views and concepts. The exhibition receives 
new features, becoming an independent artistic 
genre of the exhibition design, due to the use of 
artistic and expressive methods. The emergence 
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of the exhibition image becomes significant: 
development of specific exhibition drama, the 
transformation of the color environment, the 
search and alignment of competent artistic and 
spatial composition, as well as the quality of the 
exhibition. In other words, the specialists should 
conduct an understanding of the exhibition 
form as a significant moment in the formation of 
modern museums. 

The alignment of the screenplay and conceptual 
exhibition opens the door to new opportunities 
for expanding the range of exhibition exposure 
for the museum visitors. This is pushing modern 
specialists to expanding the range of exhibition 
exposure for the museum visitors. This is 
pushing modern specialists to improve the system 
of museum communications. Co-building exhibition 
concept becomes an important regularity of the 
show objects relationship, which affects the 
development of a single artistic image. 

The short existence of many exhibitions 
creates problems of their perception and analysis 
to understand the information perceived. At the 
moment, they create a system for preserving 
algorithms for the best artistic construction of 
exhibitions.
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An exhibition today is a complex contact 
environment, formed by various means of 
presenting the information. The contact 
between a visitor and an exhibitor is the result 
of the exhibition informational impact. Such a 
connection is the most common and accessible 
means. 

“Exhibit in focus” is a special principle of 
exposure formation. This case, the formation of 
the museum space focuses on one or a group 
of objects. The remaining objects are thematic 
presentation with a clearly defined concept. After 
examining the exposition construction types 
it is possible to assume that each object is arranged in a 
certain way, due to the tasks’ solution of “exposition” 
placement of the exposure object on its carrier 
(stand, wall, pedestal, in showcase) in such 
spatial localization, which would ensure its 
perception with the optimal manifestation of its 
artistic and semantic qualities.

2. Read the text and speak on Current Trends in the 
Museums’ Exhibition Activity

Current Trends in the Museums’ Exhibitions

In many countries of the world it is possible 
to notice a huge building process of museums, 
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connected, first of all, with scientific and 
technical progress, which has accelerated the 
moral aging of existing buildings at present. The 
growing diseases of the museum can be seen 
at the moment. Limited with the frameworks 
of the structure, the museum breaks all the 
previous developmental constraints. Such a 
breakdown is not only the result of the exposition 
modernization; it indicates a deep shift in the 
museum business as a whole. The modern 
museum is a multifunctional building. Its variety 
of functions includes not just a repository of 
relics, but also the systematization of collections, 
the promotion of art, educational activities and 
research work. Museum activities have a great 
practice. In recent decades, the many years 
contribution of the experience to the concept of 
“exposure” has increased. This caused the need to 
rethink the theoretical concepts. Unfortunately, 
it is not enough to see a complete picture of 
the modern museum exhibition, as well as the 
concepts of artistic construction of the exhibition. 
The creation of modern expositions requires 
an innovative approach, experiment, critical 
reassessment of many provisions and views on 
its formation. Architecture, history, literature, 
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painting, sculpture, cinema are the means by 
which modern museums can affect their visitors. 
The visitors should be engaged not only in physical 
activity, but in the mental one as well. The goals 
of the architect and designer are to consistently 
reveal the exhibition story, highlighting a 
number of components making up the single 
structure of the exhibition. Modern expositions 
show the interrelation of multifaceted science 
with a variety of creative views and concepts. 
The exhibition receives new features, becoming 
an independent artistic genre of the exhibition 
design, due to the use of artistic and expressive 
methods. The emergence of the exhibition image 
(metaphor) becomes significant: development of 
specific exhibition drama, the transformation of 
the color environment, the search and alignment 
of competent artistic and spatial composition, as 
well as the quality of the exhibition. In other words, 
the specialists should conduct an understanding 
of the exhibition form as a significant moment 
in the formation of modern museums. The 
alignment of the screenplay and conceptual 
exhibition opens the door to new opportunities 
for expanding the range of exhibition exposure 
for the museum visitors. This is pushing modern 
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specialists to improve the system of museum 
communications. Co-building exhibition 
concept becomes an important regularity of the 
show objects relationship, which affects the 
development of a single artistic image. The short 
existence of many exhibitions creates problems 
of their perception and analysis to understand 
the information perceived. At the moment, they 
create a system for preserving algorithms for the 
best artistic construction of exhibitions.

3. Read the text and answer the question: How have 
museums changed in the last years?

Museums have changed a lot in the last 
years, many of them having taken on a larger role 
and greater responsibility in the life of society, 
aspiring to be cultural leaders in the community. 
The preservation of tangible and intangible 
cultural heritage is one of the main functions 
of museums. However, contemporary museums 
also have many other functional tasks. While 
preserving heritage, they transmit the memory 
and knowledge of different generations, and 
thus determine contemporary man’s cultural 
perception of the world and shape his cultural 
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behavior. Museums organize social activity and 
encourage creative activity, integrate and unite 
through culture various communities, combine 
various fields of knowledge in cross-sectoral 
projects, convey information, and offer various 
services. Museums attract new audiences and 
use new forms of communication, contemporary 
languages, and new media-resources. Their 
innovative activity changes the way museums 
are perceived by society provides better access to 
museum collections, develops knowledge about 
heritage, and strengthens their role in the area 
of education and leisure education. Museums 
strengthen cultural identity, promoting regional 
values in the time of globalization, support 
social unity and serve as mediators in the 
field of intercultural interaction, all tasks of 
vital importance under conditions of economic 
instability and the threats caused by crises. 
Museums provide great benefit to society, 
educating, rendering services, and creating new 
resources for the local, regional, and national 
levels of the economy. They not only generate 
knowledge and offer educational services, 
but also provide income and create new jobs. 
Museums and heritage sites are significant 
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factors in attracting tourists and contribute to 
the development of tourism, the fastest-growing 
sector of the economy in all countries. Investing 
in museums and their activities and personnel is 
an effective way to develop cultural tourism and 
improve its quality. In this context, museums 
play a leading role in the development of the 
economy, in attracting tourists, and in the growth 
of income. Taking into account this immense 
growth in cultural tourism, it is necessary to 
develop guiding principles for a well-balanced 
approach to providing economic growth (through 
encouraging sustainable tourism with due 
consideration of interests of different categories 
of the population), which ensure preservation 
of cultural objects and cultural heritage as a 
whole. During the last few decades, museums 
have been manifesting more and more actively 
a tendency toward a well-grounded «territorial 
supremacy» on the scale of cities, regions, and 
even countries, shaping their cultural identity and 
acquiring political authority. At the same time, 
the funding of the museum sector is subject to 
reconsideration, and government budget funding 
is being reduced, which leads to the necessity to 
seek charitable and sponsor support. Legislative 
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instruments for raising funds and stimulating 
the support of culture by the private sector, and 
the moral encouragement of philanthropists can 
help museums in raising additional resources 
for their activities and development. Increasingly 
often, museums face challenges occasioned 
by the media and Internet. This situation is 
related to the fact that the dissemination of 
information has undergone radical changes due 
to the development of the Internet and social 
networks. Museums use these media, develop 
new means of communication, and carry out 
various virtual projects. This, in its turn, causes 
museums more and more often to face issues 
of licensing, copyright protection, and the anti-
piracy campaign.

4. Read the text and speak on the trends that are 
transforming museums

With all the global activities being affected by 
the Covid-19, everybody had to morph themselves 
and their lifestyle to ensure that the virus didn’t 
expand any more. 

The world of museums was also affected 
by the pandemic and ended up losing a lot of 



– 90 –

business because the entire essence of the 
museum experience revolves around on-site 
visits, which were prohibited due to enforced 
security measures.

Despite this downfall, museums continue 
to act as a holy place for art, architecture and 
history. They exhibit the creativity that artists 
bring to their canvas. They celebrate the 
victorious successes that were achieved in the 
past and reminisce about the influential and 
most devastating episodes in history. Museums 
have the power to impact the mindset of its 
visitors and alter their views. 

As the world of technology is evolving at such 
a rapid rate, it gets hard to keep up and people 
are always looking for the next best thing to 
stimulate their senses. Multisensory experiences 
are a great way to achieve this as they tap into 
more than one of your senses. 

Augmented reality (AR) is likely to completely 
change the field of museums and how the world 
sees them. It’s expected that museums will 
be keener on pursuing this method of multi-
experience to attract visitors.

Virtual reality (VR) completely changes how 
we look at things. It feels like being in a specific 
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place while not really being there. Virtual reality 
technology is something that museums have 
started to explore and it is likely to affect the way 
museums operate.

Imagine seeing a painting and being able to 
virtually step into its majestic world or learning 
about the history of your country from the comfort 
of your own home. With the use of virtual reality, 
all of this is possible. 

One more interesting museum technology 
is voice command. It will allow customers and 
museum staff to facilitate their daily tasks. It 
will be easy for a visitor who has an interest in 
a particular topic to find all the data related to 
it just by expressing it. It is also a great way for 
museums to collect data and information. 

Another significant trend that has recently 
made an appearance on the museum scene is 
museum attendance. This trend deals with 
advertising how safety precautions for the 
covid-19 are part of the new museum experience 
and how the flow of visitors is limited. It allows 
customers to go to the museum and enjoy their 
visit rather than worry about their safety.

To know what your customer wants is 
probably one of the most followed trends 
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currently in the museum industry. It has opened 
new opportunities for museums to reshape their 
identity. Museums have often been regarded as 
monotonous or traditional in their approach, but 
that is changing. 

Besides, you can soon forget about traditional 
audio books. Museum apps are taking the center 
stage by digitizing the museum experience. Apart 
from being safer as customers can use their own 
mobile devices, museum apps can be customized 
and include a lot of useful information, interactive 
maps, etc. 

Besides, much like with retail shops, museums 
have to provide added value to customers and 
museum apps are another great way to do that. 
These applications give insight into the details 
of the exposition or museum before a visit. They 
can also include links and data that are relevant 
to different pieces of art or artists.

Moreover, museums can create a smoother 
experience by making sure clients don’t have to 
wait in line, buy tickets in-person, etc. All this 
can be avoided with the use of digital technology. 
Everything you imagine going wrong, digital 
optimization can solve. Simple changes like 
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these can make a big difference in customer 
satisfaction.

Taking into account every detail is the trend 
that is more likely to be applied to customers that 
come to the museum for its conventional and 
traditional essence. They normally come to the 
museum and hope to find what they are looking 
for, which is usually data and information on a 
topic or piece of art that piques their interest. The 
museum must have sufficient data and statistics 
that are well researched in order to meet the 
expectations of all visitors. 

5. Read the text and answer the question: How has the 
function of museums, libraries and archives changed 
in the recent years?

A Changing Role for Museums, Libraries  
and Archives 

Even before the advent of today’s enabling 
technology, thought leaders in museums, 
libraries, and archives recognized the need to 
connect with visitors in ways that prioritized 
public learning and advanced all forms of 
literacy. However, it was in the academic world 
where digital technology began early on to have 
a transformative impact. Universities were 
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created that exclusively used virtual offerings, 
computers were required on many campuses for 
all students, and the old models of the classroom 
were questioned. Today this evidences itself in 
innovations like the flipped classroom concept, 
which allows faculty to spend less time lecturing 
and more time interacting with students. 

LIBRARIES AND ARCHIVES, which often 
belong to academic institutions, were among 
the early adopters of digital technology. With 
their “open access” ethic, they embraced both 
digitization and social networking early on 
and began to ask, “What would the model look 
like if visitors could explore the collections on 
their own terms?” This led to a shift in focus 
from dispensing information to facilitation 
and assistance. Documents once hidden in 
stacks or in storage facilities are suddenly 
becoming accessible on demand. Across the 
world, large collectives of libraries and archives 
with overarching collections provide access 
that spans institutional boundaries and scales 
the walls of both disciplines and geography. 
Other impressive examples of success include 
the Library of Congress, whose priority focus 
called for digitizing special collections such as 
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presidential papers, and the National Archives, 
who prioritized the digitization of heavily used 
records, such as the landmark 1940 census, 
which captured massive American population 
shifts caused by the Great Depression and early 
mobilization efforts for World War II. 

MUSEUMS have had a tougher road, 
complicated by a low level of technical 
infrastructure, the complexity of collections, 
and a culture that is built more around curated 
exhibitions than open access. Still, there have 
been successes.

MUSEUMS have had a tougher road, 
complicated by a low level of technical 
infrastructure, the complexity of collections, an 
more and more highquality digital collections are 
being made available online; some museums, 
notably the National Gallery of Art, the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art, and the Rijksmuseum in 
Amsterdam, place no restriction on the use of 
their high-definition digital images. d a culture 
that is built more around curated exhibitions 
than open access. Still, there have been 
successes. More and more high quality digital 
collections are being made available online; some 
museums, notably the National Gallery of Art, 
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the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, and the 
Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, place no restriction 
on the use of their high-definition digital images. 

Museums are also building technology 
into physical spaces to expedite learning. For 
instance, the nation’s science museums are 
improving virtual field trips by adding interactive 
components that let presenters talk to students 
in real time. They employ data visualization 
methods and interactive tools that allow visitors 
to explore “what if” scenarios. Cloud technology 
offers the next quantum leap, helping museums 
upload their collections and records and 
enabling visitors to connect to an infinite variety 
of sources.

The lesson to be learned is that there is a 
place for both the physical and the digital, with 
one complementing and leveraging the other. The 
physical museum offers visitors the opportunity 
to experience the real object and to share their 
impressions with family and friends, and also 
provides the content, expertise, and collections 
that digital museums draw upon. Digital access 
can then provide limitless opportunities for 
engagement and lifelong learning.
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Words and phrases for retelling and abstracting the text:

The title of the text (article) is …
Тhе text (article) deals with (considers the problem of, 
provides information оn, reviews the basic principles оf). 
The text (article) is concerned with (is devoted to) ...
The article deals with …
The article describes …
At first (At the beginning) the author points out that (notes 
that, describes) ...
Then the author goes оп to the problem of ...
The main idea of the article is …
It is known that …
It should be noted about …
The fact that… is stressed.
It is spoken in detail about …
It gives a detailed analysis of …
It is reported that …
The text gives valuable information on …
It is shown that …
It is stressed that …
Next (Further, Then) the author tries to (indicates that, 
explains that) ...
It should bе noted that (is evident that; is clear that, is 
interesting to note that) ...

TEXTS FOR 
ABSTRACTING

Unit V
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The author concludes that (summarizes the) ... 
The following conclusions are drawn …
The article is of great help to …
The article is of interest to …

MUSIC

TEXT 1

Researching the music of the Russian 
composer Igor Stravinsky, devoutness is not 
the first attribute that I have offered it. He has 
remained in collective memory rather as a music 
revolutionary, not at all a pious spirit, bent 
towards divinity. The modernism of his works, 
the tendencies that he was the first to impose but 
especially the scandal that chaperoned him ever 
since the 1913 premiere of the ballet The Rite of 
Spring, all these have imposed him as a “rebel” 
of music in the early 20th century. The composer 
nevertheless claimed that his music was not 
modern but traditional. The order and discipline 
which constituted the pillars of his compositions 
go hand in hand with his claim, the return to 
tradition and his love for the ancient leading 
audiences towards the discovery of his mystical, 
religious side. A far too little explored direction in 
that period laden with marked social and cultural 
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events was the composition of religious music. 
Too few of Stravinsky’s opera were inspired 
from sources of this nature – this is exactly why 
the discovery of and finding their meanings is 
important. One of the representative opera 
of this compositional direction is represented 
by Symphony of Psalms, considered to be a 
masterpiece placed in Stravinsky’s neoclassical 
compositional period. The work wanted to be a 
return to Christian values through a musical 
language adapted to the times, the music being 
led in the spirit of the Gregorian chant, simply, 
to which a text in the Latin language was added. 
The lines of the psalms chosen in order to be 
capitalized on underline his predilection for 
the complexity of religious feelings, departing 
from humble imploration to glorification. Thus, 
although this work firstly reflects a personal 
religious experience, at the same time it suggests 
the unbounded expression of constancy in faith 
of a community, which seems to participate in a 
collective prayer.
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TEXT 2

The Changing Sound of Music: Approaches 
to Studying Recorded Musical Performances

If you read books about music I imagine it’s 
because you find music wonderful and want to 
know why. Although that fundamental question 
can easily get lost beneath the more immediate 
concerns of expert knowledge and practice, even 
if you are a music professional you got into music 
because it did things for you that nothing else 
can. So I’m hoping it’s safe to assume that most 
readers will agree that the most interesting and 
important question we might ask about music 
is ‘how does it move us’? Thanks to advances in 
musical science we recently started to get a lot 
closer to being able to answer that. There’s still a 
very long way to go, but at least we are beginning 
to get a much better idea of what goes on in our 
minds as we hear music.

Music doesn’t happen ‘out there’, and 
even to classical music we are not passive 
listeners.  Music happens, in fact is made, 
individually, for each of us, in our minds as we 
listen, and that applies not just to listeners but 
to performers and (if they compose with sounds 
rather than shapes or formulae) to composers as 



– 101 –

well. Composers and performers have one or two 
other things to do at the same time–playing or 
singing, organizing and writing things down–but 
it’s the listening that’s crucial, that for performers 
and composers determines what happens 
next and that for listeners determines how it’s 
understood.  Because music is made in our 
minds, the place to look if we want to understand 
how it works is in the human brain. Mind is what 
the brain does, and because we’re now making 
new progress in studying how brains respond to 
sound, including musical sound, we’re beginning 
to get some really plausible answers to the most 
fundamental questions about what music is and 
what it does for us.

Nothing comes across more clearly from this 
work in musical science than that the performer 
is the source of all the most specific musical 
meaning. What the composer writes matters very 
much, but it’s what the performer does with that 
that shapes our responses, indeed that allows 
us to have responses at all. And so it’s time we 
looked much more closely at what performers do 
with scores. But how? The point of this book is 
to make some suggestions. I want to offer some 
ways of studying performances. For us to be able 
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to examine them closely they need to be recorded 
performances.  And therefore, so that we know 
what we’re dealing with, we have to spend a 
bit of time first of all looking at recording and 
where it can and cannot be trusted as evidence 
of performance. And before that we need to think 
a little about performance and its relation to 
compositions.  So there are three preliminary 
chapters: one introducing the rather new field 
of the study of performances, one looking at 
the relationships between composition and 
performance and between performance and 
recording; and one outlining the way recording 
has changed so that we can better understand 
the worth of the sounds we hear as evidence for 
the practice of performers.

One of the things that’s immediately 
apparent from studying recorded performance, 
and that turns out to be absolutely central 
to understanding music-making, is that 
performance changes: in other words, there is 
such a thing as performance style. We can think of 
a performance style as a manner of making music 
that is temporary, only apparently stable, that 
changes gradually all the time, and that responds 
to changes in the wider world. It’s entirely thanks 
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to recording, and to our having so many decades 
of it to hand, that we can now see for the first 
time, and think about, this gradual change in 
performance style. It’s one of the strangest things 
about music, for it suggests that much of what 
we assume is essential to musical performance 
could actually be quite different, was once, and 
will be in the future. Because the implications 
are so far-reaching we need to look at how style 
has changed really quite closely.

All the case studies in this book concern 
western art music, since that is where I work, 
but the approach is applicable far and wide and 
I look forward eagerly to seeing it extended. Most 
of the examples - by no means all, but most 
- are of singing, and most of the singing is of 
Schubert songs.  I explain at the beginning of 
chapter 4 why singing deserves all this attention, 
so here let me explain why there’s so much 
Schubert.  Schubert songs were recorded from 
the earliest days of recording, so we have over 
100 years of examples representative of the 
musicianship of their times.  There are a great 
many very different performances of the same 
pieces to compare. They are manageably short, 
and every one a joy to hear.  They have texts, 
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and so we can get some idea of what it is that 
their performers are intending to express―which 
is absolutely vital given that their way of being 
expressive is often unimaginably strange to us 
today. And Schubert song recordings from across 
the century are widely available in CD reissues 
and online, which means that you can easily find 
more examples to study. As we go along I try to 
identify further tests or exercises that readers 
might do with the recordings and data I provide, 
and I try as well to identify areas in urgent need 
of research. I hope the book will provide things 
for readers to do, if they wish.

TEXT 3

Historical Periods in Music

There are several different definitions that have 
been given to music, but the most prominent one 
relates to music as the best way to express our 
feelings and emotions. If you take a look at the 
historical periods in music, you will be surprised 
to know how music has changed according to 
times and trends. There are many different types 
of music that have inspired people to compose 
great songs and tunes. The most common music 
genres are blues, classical, rock, metal, jazz, 
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soul, R&B, hip hop, electro music, and many 
different types.  Remember that these are just 
broad categories of music; and there are numbers 
of sub-classifications done further. Each music 
has its own time of significance when it was 
popular. In the following we are going to discuss 
the historical times of music. 

Historical Periods in Music Evolution are 
Prehistoric, Ancient, Medieval, Renaissance, 
Baroque, Classical, Romantic, 20th Century, 
Modern and Contemporary.

The medieval and baroque music are part of 
the early music era, the music period starting 
from baroque to romantic falls in the common 
practice period, whereas music after 1900 
comes to modern and contemporary music 
era. Mentioned below are specific categories in 
the history of music.

Prehistoric
There is no formal record of the prehistoric 

music period, as music had just started to 
develop.  Music in these times was believed 
to be created using natural sounds and beat 
patterns. Music creation tools were human voice, 
whistling, clapping, and other such methods.
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Ancient
The time after prehistoric music and before 

500 AD is referred to as the ancient music 
period. Music in this era was considered that of 
being with particular scales and tones. Important 
musical instruments were flutes, harps, guqin, 
etc. The music of this time was popular in cultures 
of Persia, India, Rome, Greece, and Egypt.

Medieval
After the ancient music era came the medieval 

music period which is believed to start at 500 
AD and continue until 1400 AD. In this period, 
different types of flutes and wind instruments 
were used for creating music. Some of the other 
common instruments were lutes, dulcimers, 
bagpipes, fiddles, and trombones.

Classical
The classical music period started somewhere 

from 1730 to 1820 AD, and consisted of different 
variations in how music was created and 
played.  Music virtuosos from this era include 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Ludwig van 
Beethoven. Instruments such as classical guitars, 
pianos, brass instruments, and woodwind were 
mostly used for music composition. The classical 
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music period is when different keys, chords, 
rhythms, and harmonies came into the picture.

Romantic
This period is believed to start from 1815 

to 1910.  The type of music in this period was 
different than that played in earlier times. The 
period focused more on making music expressive 
and passionate through a formal pattern.  Few 
main attributes of music in the romantic period 
were concentration on lyrics of songs, harmonies, 
chromatics, pitch shifting, dynamic tones, and 
pieces of short music patterns.

20th Century
The musical era ranging from the 1900 to 

2000 is termed as 20th century period.  In this 
period, there was a drastic change in the music 
industry.  Along with acoustic instruments, 
electronic instruments started to be a part of the 
music scene. And due to the advent in electronic 
instruments, musicians started to experiment 
with a wide range of styles and techniques. By 
this time, music and its popularity had reached 
almost all countries in the world.

Modern and Contemporary
This is the musical era that we live in.  It is 

considered to start from the 1970s till date. This 
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is a period which has guitars, drums and 
percussions, keyboards and pianos, and other 
advanced musical instruments. There are playing 
techniques, theories, and musical concepts that 
have opened new avenues for music composition.

These are the stages in the development 
of music.  From historical music to present 
contemporary music, there have been major 
changes in the way music is played and used. I 
hope you might have learned a lot from this 
simple explanation on the historical periods in 
music.

TEXT 4

Music Styles, Bands  
and Artists over 90 years

Throughout the years, musical styles have 
reflected the society of the time and have 
evolved with changes in the world. Not only does 
music change with society but it changes with 
technological advances as well. It can allow new 
styles to emerge and new ways for people to listen 
as technology changes. From radio to television, 
and records to the internet, music and the way 
we consume it has dramatically changed in the 
past seventy years. Even the innovations in the 
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technology used to create musical instruments 
and recording equipment has effected what 
styles and songs are made and popular within 
the music landscape.  Throughout this section 
we will try to briefly cover the types of music 
that were popular since the 1920’s up until the 
present day by providing lists of genres and 
artists as well as some historical context. Keep 
in mind a lot of this information is subjective and 
we have tried our best to cover the most popular 
elements of the history of music. 

The Ways We Listen to Music
The way we listen to music has changed 

drastically throughout the past seventy 
years. For a very long time records and the radio 
were the predominant means of listening to your 
favorite songs.  Despite numerous advances in 
technology, many artists today still release their 
albums on vinyl records as well as MP3s and CDs 
because many music fans still believe that vinyl 
records provide the best musical experience. The 
technology for records began in the 1800’s with 
wax records and phonographs, and as technology 
advance the size, speed and material of the records 
changed. In the 1970’s until the 1990’s 8-tracks 
and then cassette tapes became another popular 
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media with which to experience music due to 
their portability. Although they were developed 
in the 1980’s, CDs (Compact Discs) and CD 
players did not become a popular way to listen 
to music until the middle of the 1990’s when 
the technology became more affordable.  CDs 
replaced tapes due to their greater storage 
capacities and better sound quality. CDs were the 
most popular way to listen to one’s favorite songs 
until the middle of the 2000’s when computer 
and internet technology advanced significantly 
to make MP3 format and MP3 players more 
viable means of entertainment. Apple’s iPod was 
released in November of 2001 and changed the 
way we listen to music forever making it forever 
portable and allowing us to infinitely expand our 
music collections. With more and more advances 
in computer technology and increased internet 
capabilities, we have the ability to instantly listen 
to our favorite songs at a relatively low cost or for 
free with our computers, phones, MP3 players, 
and tablets thanks to instant streaming services 
like Pandora or Spotify and online shops like 
iTunes or Amazon. Television also influenced the 
way we listen to music with artists being able to 
reach national audiences through performances 
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on talk shows, music showcases, and music 
videos on MTV.  Now with popularity of video 
sharing websites like YouTube, many artists 
are being discovered through this medium and 
established artists can connect more quickly 
and deeply with their fans.

TEXT 5

Music and top Hits 

Music and top Hits in the 1920’s
Music in the 1920’s was dominated by jazz, 

blues and the traveling dance bands that played 
what was popular at the time. Following the 
devastation of the First World War, Twenties 
music was quite upbeat and optimistic as the 
economy boomed and parties roared despite 
prohibition in the US. The music industry as we 
know it was just beginning and all things seemed 
possible.

1930’s Music and top Hits
The Great Depression hit late in the 1920s 

and remained throughout the 1930s, heavily 
influencing the music of the time. Some music 
like blues and country reflected the hardships 
faced by many, while most other popular music 
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like big band and swing kept an upbeat feeling 
in the air. Popular music served its purpose in 
providing an escape from the harsh conditions in 
the Thirties. Many songs addressed the current 
issues while remaining optimistic, while others 
addressed the mood with a more tongue-in-
cheek approach.

1940’s Music and top Hits
The music of the 1940’s consisted mainly 

of jazz, big band, and swing. It reflected the 
pain of World War II while also trying to remain 
upbeat and looking towards a positive future 
full of possibilities. Because much of the world 
was involved in the war during the decade, 
many artists and groups put their efforts into 
entertaining troops, especially in the US with the 
USO (United States Service Organizations).

1950’s Music and top Hits
Music of the 1950’s reflected the beginnings 

of major social changes in the world and in the 
US, especially. Rock ‘n’ Roll, R&B, and traditional 
pop ruled the charts while radio and television 
connected the country in our musical tastes and 
exposed the nation to a greater variety of artists 
and styles. Some of the first major superstars of 
music emerged from this decade with people like 
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Elvis Presley dominating the airwaves and the 
minds of young girls.

1960’s Music and top Hits
The sounds of the 1960’s straddled a large 

dichotomy between the ultimate commercialism 
with completely manufactured bands (like The 
Archies and The Monkees) and revolutionary 
artistry (Bob Dylan and Jimi Hendrix) with 
some of the greatest singer-songwriters and 
instrumentalists emerging on the scene. There 
were also many bands and artists that walked 
the line between commercialism and musical 
innovation like The Beatles, Simon & Garfunkel, 
and The Rolling Stones. The Beatles dominated 
the charts and spurred on the British Invasion 
that characterized much of the decade.

1970’s Music and top Hits
The 1970’s served as a bridge between the 

seriousness of the music that came out of the late 
sixties and the excessiveness of music from the 
1980’s. Disco became one of the biggest and most 
despised trends in music during the decade. It 
was so pervasive that many established singers 
and bands came out with disco songs to keep up 
with the trends, including rockers like Blondie 
and Rod Stewart. Heavier rock music and punk 
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rock also emerged during the decade, some of it 
as a retaliation to disco.

1980’s Music and top Hits
In the 1980’s music was dramatically changed 

by the introduction of MTV (Music Television). 
This meant that music videos became more and 
more of a necessity in order for artists to gain 
popularity (especially with the youth) and sell 
records. A greater importance was placed on the 
appearance of musicians and gimmicks became 
commonplace. Michael Jackson emerged as one 
of the most dominant artists of the decade and 
was helped by his creative music videos and pure 
talent, with his Thriller album and video setting 
pop music standards. New Wave and Synth-
Pop were popular genres and their electronic 
sounds fit perfectly with the beginnings of the 
computer age. Hair Metal bands also became 
popular during the decade with their theatrical 
and outrageous music videos and performances. 
Hip-Hop also came into the mainstream during 
the decade.

1990’s Music and top Hits
Like the sixties, the 1990’s was a decade 

of extremes with under-produced, anti-
establishment grunge bands and gangster 
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rappers enjoying just as much success as the 
overly produced and studio manufactured pop 
groups. The decade was ruled by powerful 
singers with Mariah Carey, Celine Dion, and 
Whitney Houston topping the charts. Many 
artists’ personal problems including drug abuse 
and rap feuds overshadowed a lot of the talent 
during the decade as well, with the death of 
many popular musicians due to drug overdose 
and the murders of rappers like Notorious B.I.G. 
and Tupac Shakur.

2000’s Music and top Hits
The music of the 2000’s showcased a variety 

of genres and it reflected a great deal of the pop 
music that came from the nineties, with many of 
the same artists and bands remaining popular 
between the two decades. For a decade filled 
with much suffering in terms of the September 
11th attacks, two wars in the Middle East, and 
an economic downturn, a lot of the music had 
to strike a fine balance between upbeat and 
optimistic while still reflecting the pain that 
many experienced. Some of the more popular 
genres of the decade included Dance-Pop, Indie 
Rock, and Emo.
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TEXT 6

Music and Musicians

Thousands of British people are dedicated 
musicians and many public libraries have a well-
stocked music section. Several British orchestras, 
soloists, singers, choirs, opera companies and 
ballet companies, and also certain annual 
musical events, have international reputations. 
Such enthusiasm is all the more remarkable 
given England’s small number of well-known 
classical composers, especially compared with 
Austria, Germany and Italy.

Key figures include Henry Purcell, who 
flourished in the Restoration period and is still 
regarded as one of the finest English composers; 
Thomas Arne, best known for the patriotic 
anthem Rule, Britannia!; and Benjamin Britten, 
perhaps the finest English composer of the last 
century, best known for the composition  The 
Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra  and the 
opera Peter Grimes.

Best-known of all English classical-music 
concert programs is The Proms. The Proms, more 
formally known as The BBC Proms, or The Henry 
Wood Promenade Concerts presented by the 
BBC, is an eight-week summer season of daily 
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orchestral classical music concerts and other 
events held annually, mainly in the Royal Albert 
Hall in London. Each season currently consists 
of more than 70 concerts in the Albert Hall, a 
series of chamber concerts at Cadogan Hall, 
additional  Proms in the Park  events across the 
United Kingdom on the last night, and associated 
educational and children’s events. In 2009 the 
total number of concerts reached 100 for the 
first time. The Proms is very often described as 
the world’s largest and most democratic musical 
festival.

  The term “Proms” originally referred to 
concerts in the pleasure gardens of London where 
the audience could walk about while listening to 
the music (French se promener = to walk). Today 
many people prefer to stand during the Proms 
because the standing tickets are cheaper (£5.00 
in 2012) and because they like the tradition of 
camaraderie that has grown up between the 
members of the audience and between audience 
and orchestra since this series of Promenade 
Concerts opened in 1895.

Back in those days, impresario Robert 
Newman arranged the first series of indoor 
promenade concerts. Newman wanted to 
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encourage an audience for concert hall music 
who would be attracted by the low ticket prices 
and more informal atmosphere. In addition to 
promenading, eating, drinking and smoking 
were (and still are) all allowed. He hired a young 
British conductor Henry Wood who continued 
his work with the Proms until his death in 1944.

The BBC Symphony Orchestra, formed in 
1930, became the main orchestra for the Proms. 
After the war, other orchestras were invited to 
take part in the Proms. Since that time, almost 
every major international orchestra, conductor 
and soloist has performed at the Promenade 
concerts.

One of the most expected events of the Proms 
is the Last Night concert which usually takes 
place on the second Saturday in September. This 
concert is traditionally performed in a lighter, 
relaxing manner, with popular classics being 
followed by a series of British patriotic pieces (such 
as Land of Hope and Glory, Jerusalem and Rule, 
Britannia!) in the second half of the concert. It 
is very difficult to get a ticket for this concert. 
People who were lucky to have one are likely 
to queue up much earlier than usual (many 
overnight, and in past years, some slept outside 
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the hall up to three weeks to guard their place 
in the queue) in order to ensure a good place to 
stand in the hall. Many use the occasion to show 
their love and support for Great Britain. You can 
often see people in patriotic T-shirts who carry 
and wave Union Flags as well as other national 
and regional flags.

The Royal Albert Hall cannot accommodate 
all people wishing to attend the Last Night. 
That’s why the Proms in the Park concerts were 
started in 1996. At first, there was only one, in 
Hyde Park near the Hall. In recent years, Belfast, 
Glasgow, Swansea and Manchester hosted a Last 
Night Prom in the Park. Each location has its 
own live concert, typically playing the countries’ 
respective national anthems, before joining in a 
live big screen video from the Royal Albert Hall 
for the traditional finale. In 2009, for the first 
time, the Last Night was shown live in several 
cinemas across Asia as well as in Canada and 
Australia. This year, people in Britain can enjoy 
the Last Night of the Proms celebrations in more 
ways than ever. They can join the party at one of 
the Proms in the Park or BBC BigScreen events, 
or watch the Royal Albert Hall concert at a local 
cinema!
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In the 1960s, British artists had a great 
influence on the development of modern, or 
popular, music. The Beatles and other British 
groups, such as the Rolling Stones, the Who, Led 
Zeppelin and Pink Floyd, were responsible for 
several innovations which were then adopted by 
popular musicians in the USA and the rest of the 
world. These included the writing of words and 
music by the performers themselves, and more 
active audience participation.

Since the 1960s, popular music in Britain 
has been an enormous and profitable industry. 
The Beatles were awarded the honour of MBE 
(Member of the British Empire) for their services 
to British exports. Within Britain the total sales 
of the various kinds of musical recording are 
more than 200 million every year – and the vast 
majority of them are of popular music. Many 
worldwide trends have come out of Britain and 
British pop artists have been active in attempting 
to cross the boundaries between popular music, 
folk music and classical music.

Some experts explain the rapid development 
and success of the British music and culture by 
a large number of annual festivals which cover a 
wide variety of genres. Many of the UK’s festivals 
are world renowned and have been held for many 
years.
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LIBRARIANSHIP

TEXT 1

Research in librarianship is a core aspect 
of library education and any library school 
program. Research is the arrival at a dependable 
solution to a problem through collection, 
analysis, and interpretation of data. Research 
can be pure or basic, which is uses theories 
to investigate questions and phenomena, and 
applied research that uses accumulated data 
and knowledge to investigate a particular 
problem. By implication the advancement of a 
discipline is based on the strength, types, and 
outcomes of research carried out and how these 
findings are judiciously put to use. Research 
in librarianship investigations often discusses 
theoretical phenomena and findings rather than 
testing relationships between variables. The 
library profession is full of assumptions about 
their services. It is often satisfied with the quality 
of resources provided. But a lot of studies have 
shown that these assumptions are very faulty. 
Meaningful empirical research studies will reveal 
problem areas with operational activities with a 
view of finding dependable solutions to them in 
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other to enhance the development process. They 
further argue that the growth and development 
of any profession depends on extensive research. 
This does not augur well for librarianship, as the 
application of scientific findings in formulating 
strategies and policies is necessary to enhance 
library service. It is a means for students and 
librarians alike to investigate the cause and effect 
of phenomenon as it affects the profession and 
come out with possible solutions. It also allows 
students try out principles and theories they have 
learnt in the classroom. Research is the arrival 
at a dependable solution to a problem through 
collection, analysis, and interpretation of data. 
Research can be pure or basic, which is uses 
theories to investigate questions and phenomena, 
and applied research that uses accumulated 
data and knowledge to investigate a particular 
problem. By implication the advancement of a 
discipline is based on the strength, types, and 
outcomes of research carried out and how these 
findings are judiciously put to use. Research 
in librarianship investigations often discusses 
theoretical phenomena and findings rather than 
testing relationships between variables. The 
library profession is full of assumptions about 
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their services. It is often satisfied with the quality 
of resources provided. But a lot of studies have 
shown that these assumptions are very faulty. 
Meaningful empirical research studies will reveal 
problem areas with operational activities with a 
view of finding dependable solutions to them in 
other to enhance the development process. They 
further argue that the growth and development 
of any profession depends on extensive research. 
This does not augur well for librarianship, as the 
application of scientific findings in formulating 
strategies and policies is necessary to enhance 
library service.

TEXT 2

Current Technology Trends in Libraries

John Garland, digital librarian and 
independent consultant, helps us look at how 
libraries are using technology to improve services 
for customers today. Innovative libraries are 
using digital tools to:

– Make services easier to use and access,
– Inspire and inform,
– Help customers learn new skills.
Have a read and see which of these you could 

be adding next to your library.



– 124 –

1. Digital maker labs 
Digital maker labs offer customers the chance 

to learn and use some of the most cutting-edge 
technology around. From 3D printers, Computer 
controlled CNC routers, to hot presses for T-shirts 
and Laser cutter-engravers, Maker Labs are popping 
up in libraries all over the UK. While it’s fair to say 
you won’t see one in every library, chances are your 
nearest Maker lab won’t be too far away.

Devon’s Fablabs  are a fantastic example 
of the  range of technology  and activities that 
are possible in libraries.  They offer 3D design 
and printing, 2D design events for adults and 
children and work with local businesses to help 
them prototype new products.

2. Coding clubs
With digital and IT everywhere in our lives, 

there’s been a real revolution in how we treat 
technology. Coding clubs are great because they 
teach children (and us) how to make and use 
technology the way we want it. Microbits, a tiny 
programmable computer designed by the BBC, 
the Arduino and Raspberry Pi are now being 
used or loaned out in libraries across the UK to 
teach children how to code, but also how to solve 
problems and design solutions for them.
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Plymouth Libraries run a range of code clubs 
from organized Code Club to the organized chaos 
and digital making of Hello World sessions, where 
children can play with Raspberry Pi’s Makey 
Makeys, and LittleBits, get involved in digital 
making.

3. Digital storytelling
Libraries have always had a love affair with 

the written word, whether on paper, microfilm, 
CDROM or web page. Now libraries are working 
with writers and coders to create new interactive 
stories where the reader can become immersed 
and attempt to control the narrative flow.

Guildford Libraries in Surrey ran a  Gothic 
Story Jam, to encourage people to create 
art and interactive fiction and celebrate 
the 200th  Anniversary of the publication of 
Frankenstein and the birth of Emily Bronte. You 
can see all  46 Gothic Story Jam entries.  In 
addition, the British Library is hosting 
the  Narrative Games Convention  in November 
to bring together developers and gamers with a 
passion for interactive storytelling.

4. Virtual reality
Allowing people to immerse themselves in a 

new universe is one of the main reasons why 
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people enjoy reading books and visiting the 
library. This is where virtual reality comes into 
play! Many libraries have started offering to their 
users the chance to play, learn and explore other 
places just by sitting in the comfort of their local 
library. At the same time, virtual reality can be 
used to bring the library closer to the users by 
creating virtual tours of the library or even virtual 
workshops and training.

In the Wonder Lab at the Ferguson Library 
in Stamford, Connecticut, and California State 
Library, users are getting to play with virtual 
reality, and even learn how to code entire VR 
games from scratch!

5. Mobile apps
Mobile apps are a real trend right now, as 

people have access to their mobile devices 
constantly. Also, people are spending more time 
on mobile apps and less time on mobile browsers. 
A mobile app can extend the library’s services 
outside their physical borders and facilitate the 
interaction with patrons.

An app that offers functionalities such as a 
library catalogue, interactive library guides, a 
library virtual tour, an interactive calendar with 
all the library’s events, the possibility to loan and 
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read electronic books and articles, the possibility 
to reserve the library’s resources or to pay for 
some services represent a real benefit for the 
patrons, facilitating their activities at the library.

To think even further, the library can also use 
the mobile apps as part of a library service. Nicole 
Henning, a library mobile technology professional 
made a list of 50 ideas for creative uses of mobile 
apps in library services and includes ideas like 
app workshops, app clubs, augmented reality 
books, and more so check it out.

6. Open Libraries 
The  more open library concept  is relatively 

new and controversial, especially outside 
Scandinavia. Even so, this combination of staffed 
and unmanned library services is beneficial to the 
community and it ensures the need for libraries 
is fulfilled, especially in smaller communities. 
Thus, open libraries are being used to extend 
opening hours and not to reduce staffed hours.

In response to financial challenges, while 
wanting to improve services to the public, 
Peterborough Libraries were among the first 
libraries in the UK to roll out the UK’s first open 
model of libraries. 
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7. RFID technologies 
Lately, as libraries have extended their hours 

of availability, new forms of self-service solutions 
have emerged in the form of machines or software 
for different processes. Tools such as inventory 
readers, fines payment or reception of returned 
materials are facilitating the user flow at the 
library and the staffs’ daily activity.

8. Cloud printing, copying, and scanning 
The digital era has been directly affecting home 

printing. People no longer need to print pages in 
large quantities. This is where libraries can come 
in handy for people who don’t want to keep a 
printer at home any longer, or whose printer has 
broken. Cloud printing supports mobile working 
and traveling and means that people can work 
wherever there is a library rather than needing a 
traditional office space.

It can also attract different kinds of people 
who might not previously have used a library. 
Cloud printing has become commonplace in 
libraries because it gives users the ability to 
utilize their smartphones, tablets, and laptops to 
print.
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9. Robots
There is a number of libraries who have 

already successfully implemented some kind 
of automated technology. For example, the Joe 
and Rika Mansueto Library in Chicago has an 
automated storage and a retrieval system housed 
in a large underground space.

Another great example is  Connecticut’s 
Westport Library, which recently acquired two 
robots, Vincent and Nancy, that will be used to 
help teach coding and computer-programming 
skills. Yes, it is a whole new level of social 
interaction, but it’s a very good way to get people’s 
attention and raise their interest in technology 
and most importantly in the library.

10. Kinetic bikes in the library
Want to add more innovative and unique 

services to your library? Offer users the 
opportunity to charge their phones, and exercise 
while using the library.

Libraries in Essex Libraries may have found 
the answer by installing  Kinetic bikes  in their 
libraries. These clever bikes charge your phone 
while you work or download an eBook to your 
device. 
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11. Single sign on to resources 
Single Sign On allows customers to sign into 

all the valuable electronic resources with just 
one sign in. Developed in partnership between 
Jisc, Libraries Connected (formerly SCL) and all 
the major UK Library software companies. Single 
Sign On gives fast and secure access to all the 
amazing content libraries purchase for their 
customers and you won’t find on the internet.

12. Streaming services 
With a decline in DVD loans and the 

popularity of streaming TV and film, streaming 
for library customers is already a reality and 
one that may well become common in the years 
to come. West Vancouver Libraries  are offering 
customers access to Netflix and State Library of 
Queensland  offers free access to 30,000 films 
through the streaming service Kanopy. Library 
members can stream ten films or episodes per 
month.

This has been just a glimpse of some of the 
fantastic digital projects going on around the 
world. Libraries have always been about sharing 
knowledge, culture and skills and these new 
digital services are just one way of engaging with 
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customers and providing them with services to 
help them and make their lives easier.

TEXT 3

Five Trends Shaping the Library  
Experience in 2023

As we move into 2023, patrons are turning 
to their libraries to offer more than just a simple 
borrow-and-return service. In response, libraries 
are making conscious efforts to provide services 
that the modern-day library user requires. This 
has, in turn, sparked innovation and a new place 
for libraries in the community.

After exploring the ways in which libraries will 
change and adapt in the coming year, we have 
compiled a list of five trends that are shaping 
libraries and transforming user-experiences in 
2023.

1. Digital in every sense
With significant leaps in technology taking 

place every day, patrons are expecting libraries 
to provide a seamless, accessible experience. 
Many libraries across the UK have invested 
and adapted to accommodate the demands of 
the modern library consumer, such as RFID 
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self-service kiosks, security gates and mobile 
applications such as dedicated library apps.

In 2023 and beyond, self-service kiosks will 
be used alongside other digital capabilities and 
emerging technology. The British Library, for 
example, has announced a novel digital initiative 
that will be available to librarians and sector 
users by early 2023. The beta version of the 
‘Single Digital Presence’, a website for all public 
libraries, will bring libraries and technology into 
public focus. This national platform, which was 
supported by the Arts Council, will allow libraries 
to carve out their own space in people’s digital 
lives and bring library materials to the forefront 
of a digital generation.

The platform will directly connect patrons 
to the UK library sector as a whole, whilst also 
showcasing resources at their own local library, 
with a smooth and intuitive user journey between 
the two.

2. Smart Speaker or Smarter Speaking?
Unsurprisingly, the rise in smart speakers 

and virtual assistants has continued with patrons 
turning to modern voice recognition bots. A 
recent survey by SerpWatch discovered that Siri, 
alongside Google Assistant, is the most popular 
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AI bot with over 500 million people worldwide 
opting to use Apple’s digital help assistant.

As this happens, our libraries and their digital 
collections will become more compatible with the 
increasingly popular voice recognition software, 
with patrons able to search for library materials 
and content simply by using their voice. Library 
applications and information systems can be 
enabled to respond to voice commands, providing 
valuable assistance for persons with disabilities 
as well as helping library staff save time.

Speech recognition can be used instead of 
keyboards or touch pads for entering a search 
query or making other service requests. This 
capability can be helpful for those that have 
limitations in motor skills, or for those that just 
find voice commands easier. Although some 
libraries are yet to implement voice recognition 
software for general use, there are some exciting 
innovations in experimentation and deployment.

3. Sustainability
With the annual UN climate conference 

keeping the matter of positive environmental 
change at the forefront of everybody’s mind, 
libraries are continuing to come up with 
innovative ideas to make libraries more 
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sustainable. GLL, a charitable social enterprise 
that runs public libraries in the UK, has already 
received recognition for being the first network 
of libraries to exchange plastic library cards for a 
new, biodegradable alternative, saving over eight 
football fields worth of plastic.

GLL has also made significant improvements 
in reducing its emissions on transport through 
the direct delivery of book stocks to library 
branches and opting for suppliers that avoid a 
drastic spike in the library’s emissions.

Leading library association organization, 
CILIP has also rolled out a CILIP green libraries 
strategy that spotlights sustainability as one of 
the four key strategic contexts that are shaping 
the sector. Its recent Green Library Survey 
discovered that 56% of libraries in the UK have 
made initial progress in their environmental 
journey, whereas 27% of libraries are at the 
very beginning of their journey. Over the last 
year, CILIP has been making extra efforts to 
drive forward the climate-conscious image 
that libraries are hubs of sustainability and 
has recently launched ‘Green Libraries’ which 
connects libraries with leading organizations 
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such as the Arts Council England, Libraries 
Connected, and Julie’s Bicycle.

4. Flexible Community Spaces
Now that hybrid working and working 

from home have become the new normal, 86% 
of homeowners, according to the ONS, have 
reported an increase in their utility bills over the 
winter 2023 period. With Ofgem announcing an 
average rise of £1,570 in gas and electricity costs 
for UK households, staying warm is a hot topic.

Libraries were quick to respond with 
solutions for the challenging times. Up and 
down the country libraries opened their doors 
to the communities they serve and encouraged 
patrons to see the library as more than a hub of 
information and education. In just one example 
warm meals and electric blankets were rolled 
out after Sussex Council announced it would be 
using community buildings, particularly libraries 
to help those in need of support.

This trend has only continued into the new 
year with libraries going beyond offering hot 
meals in order to start community fridges and 
food banks, giving local residents the opportunity 
to restock their essentials free of judgement. 
Hadleigh Library in Essex is one of the most 
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recent libraries to announce a community space 
with the hopes of bringing people together to 
share food, and skills and at the same time 
combat food waste.

A recent survey conducted by Skint Dad 
reported 280 libraries currently operating as 
community fridges with an estimated growth of 
up to 500 in 2023. It’s suspected that after the 
success of the community fridge, it will soon be 
normal for libraries to offer patrons more than 
a simple borrow-and-return system and will 
extend their support beyond the regular library 
users.

5. A New Generation of Library Standards 
Led by LCF

It’s not just the library self-services and patrons’ 
experiences being boosted in the coming year! The 
book industry’s supply chain organization, BIC 
(Book Industry Communication) has developed 
a modern, updated Library Communication 
Framework (LCF) which operates as “a set of 
library standards which defines a framework for 
the communication of data to and from library 
management systems (LMS). LCF is intended to 
support a much-needed rationalization of the 
interoperation between disparate IT solutions.”
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And because the new framework has been 
designed by an independent body, it is designed to 
work with, and for, librarians. This means a whole 
host of benefits for libraries in the future – such 
as efficiencies through automation, enhanced 
analytics, and improved operability – which you 
will ultimately be able to pass onto your patrons.

In fact, early reports from libraries already 
equipped are saying that the setup is very simple 
and is already proving to be a big-time saver! The 
advancement in security is also proving to be a 
major benefit of LCF, operating using HTTPS, the 
worldwide standard secure protocol, it allows the 
third-part application to be authenticated by key, 
which is both simple and secure for librarians to 
configure.

The simple configuration of LCF means that 
it’s built for longevity and innovation! Designed 
with the future in mind library technology 
suppliers will be able to invest more heavily 
in developing the next generation of solutions 
with increased confidence in servicing a wider 
audience.
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Public libraries in the USA

The popularity of libraries is surging. The 
public response to the work of our nation’s 
libraries is reflected in an increased number 
of visits. According to a recent Gallup poll, 
visiting the library is the “most common cultural 
activity Americans engage in by far.” In 2019, 
US adults reported taking an average of 10.5 
trips to the library, a frequency that exceeded 
their participation in eight other common leisure 
activities. Americans attended live music or 
theatrical events and visited national or historic 
parks roughly four times a year on average and 
visited museums and gambling casinos 2.5 
times annually. Public libraries are attracting 
a cross-section of visitors, including adults in 
low-income households and young people. For 
example, US adults aged 18–29 visit the library 
much more than older age groups. According 
to Gallup, “Despite the proliferation of digital-
based activities over the past two decades - 
including digital books, podcasts, streaming 
entertainment services, and advanced gaming - 
libraries have endured as a place Americans visit 
nearly monthly on average. Whether because 
they offer services like free Wi-Fi, movie rentals, 
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or activities for children, libraries are most 
utilized by young adults, women, and residents 
of low-income households.” 

Learning and parent engagement 
Libraries are embracing their roles in 

learning and promoting parental engagement 
in education. Research shows that increased 
parental involvement reduces or eradicates the 
literacy gap between children whose mothers have 
varying levels of education. While high-income 
households can spend more on enrichment 
activities, public libraries are leveling the 
playing field by offering free access to collections 
and programs that bring families together. 
Parental support helps teenagers improve their 
interpersonal and decision-making skills and 
avoid reckless impulses, while public libraries 
offer enriching programs for all ages that help 
kids and their parents bond by learning side-by-
side. The public library also helps parents avoid 
social isolation and its potential for depression, 
which decreases the family’s risk of child 
behavioral issues and maltreatment. The Public 
Library Association (PLA), a division of ALA, is 
helping libraries capitalize on all these strengths 
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through its family engagement initiatives and 
training.

Wellness and health
 Promoting wellness and helping community 

members connect to vital health and social 
services is a growing trend in US public libraries. 
More than 70% of Americans agree that libraries 
can assist people who are seeking health 
information. More than 80% of those looking for 
diet, nutrition, and fitness information online at 
the library report that they subsequently made 
changes in their diet and exercise. Libraries provide 
a diverse array of health literacy and awareness 
services for their communities. Public library 
collections offer materials on healthy lifestyles, 
cookbooks that address medical dietary needs, 
multimedia for physical exercise instruction, 
and self-help mental health materials. Some 
libraries take healthy lifestyle services even 
further by offering walking, hiking, bicycling, or 
running programs that take place outside the 
library building. Nearly 23% of public libraries 
host fitness or yoga classes. Independently and 
with support from PLA’s Libraries Connecting 
You to Coverage project, hundreds of public 
libraries are encouraging community members 
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to secure health insurance coverage through 
information dissemination, education, and 
partnerships. Dozens of public libraries are 
also hiring social work practitioners, interns, or 
students to address the social service needs of 
their customers. PLA’s Social Worker Task Force 
and the training and resources it provides to the 
public library field are identifying best practices 
and educating public library staff about such 
critical issues as trauma-informed care, serving 
persons experiencing homelessness, and more.

Economic opportunity 
Public libraries drive economic opportunity 

for their community members through skill 
development and small business support. Nearly 
90% of public libraries offer digital literacy 
training programs, through which community 
members can learn résumé development and job 
searching and gain new skills to aid in career 
advancement. Nearly half of the more than 
16,000 public libraries in the US provide free 
services for small businesses and entrepreneurs, 
from offering access to market-trends databases 
to hosting business-coaching classes and even 
providing seed capital through business-plan 
competitions. Public libraries are ideal partners 
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in researching new ideas or markets, developing 
business plans, gaining access to emerging 
technologies, and learning about intellectual 
property. PLA helps public libraries increase 
digital literacy and economic opportunity by 
creating tools like DigitalLearn for teaching 
basic computer skills and by developing such 
initiatives as Libraries Lead with Digital Skills, 
a 2019 partnership with Grow with Google that 
provided funding and tools so that hundreds 
of public libraries could offer programs to help 
community members develop their skills, careers, 
and businesses. 

Nontraditional collections 
The best proof that public libraries are 

about more than just books is their evolution 
into libraries of things, offering nontraditional 
collections that are community-specific and 
imaginative. The wide array of items available to 
check out includes mattresses, dolls, bicycles, 
binoculars, and accordions. At the Beaverton 
(Oreg.) City Library, patrons can check out 
kitchenware, outdoor equipment, and games. 
Libraries have even delved into the area of 
beekeeping. The Redwood City (Calif.) Public 
Library collaborated with the Beekeepers’ Guild 
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of San Mateo and the owner of a local farm, 
culminating in the installation of two hives on the 
downtown library’s rooftop. If there is something 
that can’t be checked out at your public library, 
it likely hasn’t been invented yet.

TEXT 4

Academic Libraries in the USA

 Our nation’s academic libraries have a major 
impact on student success. Statistics gathered 
by the Association of College and Research 
Libraries (ACRL), a division of ALA, demonstrate 
how academic libraries support many types of 
high-impact educational practices (HIPS) that 
have beneficial effects on student retention, 
graduation rates, time to graduation, and grade 
point average. ACRL conducts an annual survey 
of staffing, collections, expenditures, operations, 
and initiatives for all academic libraries in the 
United States. The most recent data, from 2018, 
show that academic libraries, undergraduate 
research with a faculty member, and capstone 
projects for seniors are the learning experiences 
most frequently promoted by academic libraries. 
Academic libraries also support other high-
impact practices, including international study 
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and global learning, service learning projects, 
internships, and e-portfolios. Nearly 27% of 
academic libraries in the US provide support for 
at least one high-impact educational practice. 

Programs and services 
Academic librarians are uniquely situated to 

influence student learning in a variety of ways - 
through the reference desk, one-shot classroom 
sessions, one-on-one consultations, collaboration 
with faculty, and cocurricular activities. Academic 
library staff provided instructional sessions 
(both face-to-face and electronic) to more than 
7 million students annually (nearly one-third 
of the 2018 student FTE enrollment). More 
than 57% of the almost 800,000 instructional 
sessions were digital or electronic. Doctoral 
degree-granting institutions averaged more than 
15,400 reference transactions and consultations 
per year, followed by comprehensive universities 
(with more than 4,900 transactions and 
consultations), community colleges (with more 
than 8,100 transactions and consultations), 
and baccalaureate schools (more than 2,700 
transactions and consultations.
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Access and usage 
Libraries in doctoral degree-granting 

institutions were open an average of 109.75 hours 
per week and were visited by more than 966,000 
users on average annually. Comprehensive 
university libraries were open on average 91.02 
hours per week and averaged 296,000 visits 
per year. Baccalaureate libraries were open an 
average of 89.74 hours per week and averaged 
179,000 visits per year. Community colleges were 
open an average of 63.77 hours per week and 
averaged 203,000 visits per year. Collectively, 
academic libraries reported more than 1 billion 
visits in 2018 for an average of 47 visits per FTE 
student. Electronic resource usage continued 
to grow in academic libraries. Materials in 
institutional repositories received more than 622 
million uses, ebooks more than 532 million uses, 
and e-serials recorded more than 818 million 
uses. Additionally, academic libraries borrowed 
more than 6.3 million items for their communities 
from other libraries through interlibrary loan. 

Collections
 Academic library expenditures for collection 

materials averaged $5,346,929 for doctoral 
degree–granting institutions, $682,823 for 
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comprehensive degree-granting institutions, 
$494,883 for baccalaureate schools, and 
$196,050 for associate degree-granting 
institutions. On average, doctoral degree-
granting institutions spent 77.4% of their 
materials budgets on ongoing commitments to 
subscriptions in 2018; comprehensive schools 
spent an average of 80.7%; baccalaureate 
schools spent an average of 79.6%; and associate 
degree-granting institutions spent an average of 
64.8%. All academic libraries spent an average 
of 73.8% of their materials budget on ongoing 
subscriptions. In 2018, doctoral degree-granting 
institutions spent an average of $356.77 per 
student on materials; comprehensive schools 
spent an average of $140.18; baccalaureate 
schools averaged $222.55 per student in 
materials expenditures; and associate degree-
granting institutions spent an average of $39.65.

Staffing trends 
Spending on salaries and wages accounted 

for 56.3% of total library expenditures on 
average. Salaries and wages constituted 72.9% 
of total library expenditures for associate degree- 
granting institutions, 51.6% for baccalaureates, 
55.4% for comprehensive schools, and 42.8% 
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for doctoral or research institutions. Associate 
degree-granting institutions had an average 
of 4.92  FTE librarians serving 4,945 students; 
baccalaureate schools had an average of 5.38 FTE 
librarians serving 2,224 students; comprehensive 
universities served an average of 4,871 students 
with an average of 7.8 FTE librarians; and 
doctoral or research institutions served 14,957 
students with 30.13 FTE librarians.

TEXT 5

Libraries of the Future

 The ALA’s Center for the Future of 
Libraries works to identify global trends that 
affect libraries. Over the past year, libraries and 
library workers have continued to demonstrate 
their ability to adapt their services to new and 
emerging community priorities. 

Mobility and transportation
The rise in popularity of electric scooters 

and bicycles expanded bike-sharing programs, 
and an increased emphasis on commuting by 
public buses and trains demonstrate a growing 
interest in sustainable forms of transportation. 
Across the country, library workers have 
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begun to explore their role in supporting this 
movement, and several libraries are partnering 
with transportation agencies to expand access 
for residents. The Omaha (Neb.) Public Library 
(OPL) and the Heartland Bike Share program 
created a partnership offering library cardholders 
access to a B-cycle pass for up to five days. Each 
OPL branch has four passes; patrons can check 
their availability in the library’s online catalog. 
Similar to the library’s zoo and museum passes, 
the Heartland B-cycle passes are another way 
that the library ensures that residents have 
equal access to community resources. As part of 
the city’s “Go Boston 2030” plan to build a safe, 
reliable, and equitable transportation network, 
in May 2019 Boston Mayor Marty Walsh 
announced a partnership with the Massachusetts 
Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) to make 
the system’s CharlieCards available at several 
Boston Public Library branch locations. With 
better access to these more affordable fares, the 
partnership encourages more trips by public 
transportation that help reduce traffic congestion 
and emissions from motor vehicles. A partnership 
between Knoxville (Tenn.) Area Transit and Knox 
County Public Library (KCPL) makes public 
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transportation more enjoyable with a Books on 
Buses program that encourages passengers to 
grab a new book as they board their bus. The 
library’s Friends group donates the books for the 
program as part of its Books in the Community 
program. 

Colocation 
Libraries have long served as hubs for services 

and programs that are responsive to community 
needs. In recent years, several libraries have 
begun exploring colocation of their physical 
branches with community and campus services, 
creating efficiencies and new benefits for their 
communities. The Chicago Public Library 
and the Chicago Housing Authority opened 
three new city-owned facilities that colocate 
branch libraries with public housing. Beyond 
the financial benefits and savings realized by 
constructing and operating a single city-owned 
building, the colocation creates a cultural asset 
that helps integrate socioeconomic diversity into 
changing urban neighborhoods. At the University 
of Arizona in Tucson, a new Student Success 
District will bring together an updated Main 
Library, the Albert B. Weaver Science-Engineering 
Library, the university’s Bear Down Gym, and a 
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new four-story Student Success Building into 
an interconnected district designed to serve 
student’s 24/7 learning needs. The district’s 
indoor and outdoor spaces help support out-
ofclassroom learning that is collaborative, hands-
on, and designed for technological engagement. 
As District of Columbia Public Library continues 
with the transformation of its Martin Luther 
King Jr. Memorial Library, Executive Director 
Richard Reyes-Gavilan has indicated he plans 
to work across city services to create a “city 
within a city” with room for municipal agencies 
and hotel services within the new building. The 
library’s prime location could provide services 
like DC Health Link with a physical office space 
within the library for direct connection with city 
residents. Making access easier. Expanding 
access to information resources is at the core 
of what libraries do. Making that access easier 
has been a frequent opportunity for innovation 
in libraries, which continue to offer surprising 
service enhancements that help bring information 
to their communities.

Making access easier 
Expanding access to information resources 

is at the core of what libraries do. Making that 
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access easier has been frequent opportunities for 
innovation in libraries, which continue to offer 
surprising service enhancements that help bring 
information to their communities.

MUSEUMS

TEXT 1

Trends That are Transforming Museums

With all the global activities being affected by 
the Covid-19, everybody had to morph themselves 
and their lifestyle.

The world of museums was also affected 
by the pandemic and ended up losing a lot of 
business because the entire essence of the 
museum experience revolves around on-site 
visits, which were prohibited due to enforced 
security measures.

Despite this downfall, museums continue 
to act as a holy place for art, architecture and 
history. They exhibit the creativity that artists 
bring to their canvas. They celebrate the 
victorious successes that were achieved in the 
past and reminisce about the influential and 
most devastating episodes in history. Museums 
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have the power to impact the mindset of its 
visitors and alter their views. 

1. Multisensory experience: the future of 
museums

As the world of technology is evolving at such 
a rapid rate, it gets hard to keep up and people 
are always looking for the next best thing to 
stimulate their senses. Multisensory experiences 
are a great way to achieve this as they tap into 
more than one of your senses. 

Augmented reality (AR) is likely to com-
pletely change the field of museums and 
how the world sees them. It’s expected 
that starting from 2020, museums will 
be keener on pursuing this method of 
multi-experience to attract visitors.
2. Museums trends shaped by the VR culture

Virtual reality (VR) completely changes how 
we look at things. It feels like being in a specific 
place while not really being there. Virtual reality 
technology is something that museums have 
started to explore and it is likely to affect the way 
museums operate.
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Imagine seeing a painting and being able to 
virtually step into its majestic world or learning 
about the history of your country from the 
comfort of your own home. With the use of virtual 
reality, all of this is possible. Museums could use 
this technology in different creative ways, as the 
applications are endless!

3. Museum technology: Voice command

Voice commands will allow customers and 
museum staff to facilitate their daily tasks. It 
will be easy for a visitor who has an interest in 
a particular topic to find all the data related to 
it just by expressing it. It is also a great way for 
museums to collect data and information. 

4. Museum attendance

Another significant trend that has recently 
made an appearance on the museum scene is 
museum attendance. This trend deals with 
advertising how safety precautions for the 
covid-19 are part of the new museum experience 
and how the flow of visitors is limited. It allows 
customers to go to the museum and enjoy their 
visit rather than worry about their safety.
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5. Know what your customer wants

This is probably one of the most followed 
trends currently in the museum industry. It 
has opened new opportunities for museums to 
reshape their identity. Museums have often been 
regarded as monotonous or traditional in their 
approach, but that is changing. Now, proper 
research is conducted on what a specific group 
of people expects when they come to a museum 
to create more impactful experiences.

6. Museum apps

In 2021, you can forget about traditional 
audiobooks.  Museum apps  are taking the center 
stage by digitizing the museum experience. Apart 
from being safer as customers can use their own 
mobile devices, museum apps can be customized 
and include a lot of useful information, interactive 
maps, etc. 

Much like with retail shops, museums have to 
provide added value to customers and museum 
apps are another great way to do that. These 
applications give insight into the details of the 
exposition or museum before a visit. They can 
also include links and data that are relevant to 
different pieces of art or artists.
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7. Creating a smooth experience

Museums can create a smoother experience 
by making sure clients don’t have to wait in line, 
buy tickets in-person, etc. All this can be avoided 
with the use of digital technology. Everything 
you imagine going wrong, digital optimization 
can solve. Simple changes like these can make a 
big difference in customer satisfaction!

8. Take into account every detail

This last trend is more likely to be applied 
to customers that come to the museum for its 
conventional and traditional essence. They 
normally come to the museum and hope to 
find what they are looking for, which is usually 
data and information on a topic or piece of art 
that piques their interest. The museum must 
have sufficient data and statistics that are well 
researched in order to meet the expectations of 
all visitors. 

Ready to digitize your museum experience? 
Our technology collects information that is 

essential for your museum. It offers you tailored 
information at the right place and at the right 
time for the right people! 
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MySmartJourney  is an App that can be 
customized to share contextualized, contactless 
and interactive information on any public site:

•	 It’s easy to use and works on all devices.
•	 It  works  in  real time, updating content 

depending on the context and generating 
reports instantaneously. 

•	 It monitors  indicators and data  that 
matters at any time.

Some of the trends we have mentioned concern 
the Covid-19 pandemic, while others are just 
applicable in general. In both cases, it’s pretty 
evident how these trends have the potential and 
power to fully boost the museum industry and 
make it a more thriving and entertaining one.

TEXT 2

Trends in Museum Solutions 2023

Museums are increasingly becoming a place 
where intellectual leisure combines elements of 
entertainment content. The effect is achieved 
through the skillful introduction of modern 
technologies.
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Tableaux vivants – dialogue with the canvas

 Tableaux vivants are interactive, functioning 
on the principle of augmented reality, or AR. The 
point is that when you point the tablet camera 
at a picture, it “comes to life” on the screen and 
is supplemented with new properties – they start 
talking, moving, doing non-standard things. 
Like, for example, at the Toronto Museum – the 
heroes of the paintings come to life and use 
modern gadgets – take selfies, listen to music 
and sit in social networks. 

AR-installation gives an opportunity to look 
at the paintings of the past centuries from a 
new angle. The creators saw the meaning of the 
interactive in order to interest museum visitors 
in art, and not distract from it. According to 
them, 84% of visitors to this exhibition reported 
that they feel involved in art, and 39% looked at 
the images again after using the application – 
these are good results!

Virtual Reality – a journey into the past 

Being in a time machine is a standard desire 
of every imaginative person. Thanks to the VR 
application (virtual reality) it becomes possible! 
The peculiarity of the application is that the 
achievements of computer graphics create virtual 
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worlds that are practically indistinguishable from 
real ones. The virtual universe can take the user 
back centuries – he may find himself at a ball, 
in a crowd of spectators of a historical event or 
among an ancient city that has long been turned 
into ruins. A similar interactive is presented in 
the Italian city of Pompeii. Guests of the museum 
will be able to see what the city looked like before 
the eruption of Vesuvius with the help of virtual 
reality glasses.

Museum souvenirs with game elements 

The usual format of souvenirs – books, 
calendars, notebooks – seems conservative 
these days. Modern technologies have gone 
far – and now even souvenirs can be interactive! 
Alternatively, a souvenir that works in conjunction 
with the application. As part of one of our projects, 
we have developed a mobile application that 
“animates” images on the pages of a book. These 
can be fairy-tale characters, buildings, exhibits 
and other items.

Why should your museum pay attention 
to interactivity? 

At the moment, museum interactivity is only 
increasing in popularity – and due to this, an 
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exhibition using multimedia is a competitive 
advantage.

TEXT 3

Museum: From Storage to Stories

We often hear or read that a theatre or other 
type of cultural organization doesn’t want to turn 
into a museum, and in this context, the word 
museum conjures the image of a dusty place 
full of objects and devoid of life. There is often a 
contradiction in today’s society that the museum 
should be revered as something that is central 
to the community while at the same time being 
viewed as a conservative and static space.

Museums are evolving from being a display of 
treasures to places that encourage participation. 
This evolution leads to new debates about finding 
the right balance between different functions - 
collection and research vs. public engagement.

To become truly future-proof, museums are 
challenged: 1. “to design a better invitation for 
participation”; 2. “to become convivial places” 
that are welcoming in their spirit; 3.  “to  build 
environment where experimenting with perception 
of the present may be realized”; 4.  to  provide 
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opportunities for escape; 5. to become “a plaza 
where people spend time together” and even;  
6. the fourth place where we can feel home but 
also inspired “to work, learn, and teach each 
other”.

The main thing that a museum has is 
authenticity. In the age of fake news and 
ambiguity, the question of trust brings the 
museum back into the discussion. 

The fact that museums still matter can also 
be confirmed by the fact that many companies 
turn to the concept when creating their own 
spaces where they can celebrate their values and 
history. Many brands are crossing that bridge, 
and they are trying to create the museum-like 
experience showing what they do as a work of art.

So, what is changing about today’s museum, 
given the perception of culture and expectations 
about public places are evolving?

Focus on participation, flow of events and 
social responsibility

The function of contemporary art museums is 
changing from being a storage place for artworks 
to a place where things happen - a stage for the 
flow of art events (curatorial projects, lectures, 
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conferences, readings, screenings, concerts, 
guided tours, etc.).

Cultural institution is a place where a sequence 
of events unfolds and various forms of art - 
visual art, literature, poetry, dance, theatre - can 
meet on equal terms. In contrast to the previous 
focus on material objects, the new space ritual is 
centered around people and their interactions. 
What used to be an exhibition of “works” (in the 
sense of separated, distinct entities) would now 
become an interplay of gatherings responding to 
a given, often fleeting set of circumstances, such 
as the time of the day, the number of visitors, 
and the social fabric of participants. 

Museums (in a modern sense) will become 
the main actors of the future public space, or 
the architects of the cities of the future because 
they will be in charge of the architecture of social 
relationships.

Storytelling
Today’s museum is also a place where stories 

are told. Storytelling is central to museum 
planning because stories help people learn and 
create stronger experiences. To tell engaging 
stories, museums are experimenting with the way 
they put on exhibitions. Developing a narrative 
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comes rather than a focus on the display of 
unique objects. Some museums launch a series 
of exhibitions that are interlinked so that a visitor 
would have a richer experience if he/she sees 
them one after another. 

TEXT 4

Why Museums Should Partner with Brands

For museums, partnerships with brands, first 
and foremost, provide an opportunity to ensure 
financial sustainability, which is particularly 
important as many countries’ governmental 
funding for arts institutions is declining. However, 
it is not just about the money. In joint projects, 
brands can share relevant and rich expertise in 
technology, retail, business management and 
creating experiences. By supporting certain 
initiatives, companies also enable museums to 
experiment with new programs and to introduce 
technology into their practice. Through their 
extensive networks, brands can also bring in new 
audiences to museums, encourage participation, 
and expand the reach of cultural institutions 
beyond their walls. Some businesses collaborate 
with museums on product creation and launch 
special zones dedicated to their cultural partners 
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in their retail spaces. For brands, museum 
partnerships can provide several benefits 
including social responsibility in action, image 
transfer, technology test-drive and product 
display as well as the opportunity to engage 
employees and clients. As museums play an 
important role in communities, supporting these 
institutions also allows companies to demonstrate 
their commitment and respect towards the city 
or the country where they operate. Second, 
studies show that museums tend to have a better 
reputation than corporations. According to the 
research the public regards museums as more 
trustworthy than corporations. 

Cooperating with the cultural institutions, 
brands bet on the image transfer effect from the 
partnership. 

Third, many tech companies collaborate with 
museums by providing their products or service. 
For them, it is an opportunity to test-drive their 
offering in a cultural setting. Fourth, working 
with museums opens new opportunities to 
engage employees, clients and other stakeholder 
groups (i.e. government officials) through special 
events and educational programs.
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For museums, partnerships with brands, first 
and foremost, provide an opportunity to ensure 
financial sustainability, which is particularly 
important as many countries’ governmental 
funding for arts institutions is declining. However, 
it is not just about the money. In joint projects, 
brands can share relevant and rich expertise in 
technology, retail, business management and 
creating experiences.

TEXT 5

Modern museums provide a diverse range 
of museum products and services: exhibition 
activities, expositions and their interpretation; 
excursions, master classes, lectures; 
conferences, seminars and additional museum 
products. A museum product is a set of basic 
and additional museum services and goods that 
are offered to museum visitors. It should be 
noted that the most part of the museums of the 
Russian Federation do not seek to transform a 
museum service into a museum product. This 
is due to several reasons. First, the poverty of 
the museum product assortment in domestic 
museums is due to the fact that in Russia the 
museum product is considered only as a service. 
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The second reason for the weak development of 
the museum product is related to the attitude to 
the production of museum goods as an optional 
commercial activity. The third reason is the lack 
of creative approach to the product. In the list 
of museum services, as a rule, there is a group 
tour and the range of goods in the museum store 
is limited to books, magnets and reproductions. 
Low conversion of the visitor into the buyer is 
connected with underdevelopment of trading 
technologies, i.e. inability to sell. For example, 
the standard assortment of museum shops in 
France is about 1,000 items. Nowadays Russian 
museums are the most accessible and dynamically 
developing public institutions performing the 
functions of collection, preservation, study and 
presentation of cultural heritage. 

The main directions of state support for the 
development of the industry were equalization and 
expansion of opportunities for access of different 
groups of citizens to cultural values, further 
informatization of the industry, strengthening 
of the material, technical and resource base as 
centers of preservation of unique monuments 
of national and world cultural heritage. The 
impressive annual dynamics is demonstrated by 
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the indicators of Russian museums attendance. 
This is due to the following objective factors: the 
new functions of the museum, a new model of 
relations “museum-visitor” and the growth of 
attendance for the economy of the museum.

Discussion

1. Can you give examples of any museum/cultural 
institution where you have seen some of these trends 
begin to emerge?

2. What ‘new’ ideas or activities or practices are you seeing 
developing in museums?



– 167 –

Источники 

1.	 Education in the UK. The UK higher education system 
[Электронный ресурс]. URL: http://LinguaTrip.
com›en/higher_education/united_kingdom/ (дата 
обращения: 10.01.2024). 

2.	 Higher Education System In Germany [Электронный 
ресурс]. URL: http://infohelpbd.com›bd/higher-
education-system-in- (дата обращения:  16.11.2023).

3.	 Higher  education. Definition, Degrees, History, & 
Goals [Электронный ресурс]. URL: http://britannica.
com›Lifestyles & Social Issues›Education (дата 
обращения: 20.10.2023).

4.	 Higher Education in the United States - HISTORICAL... 
[Электронный ресурс]. URL: http://education.
stateuniversity.com›pages/2044/Higher- (дата 
обращения: 11.01.2024).

5.	 The system of  higher  education  in  Russia  and 
Great Britain [Электронный ресурс]. URL: http:// 
studyinrussia.ru›Actual›Articles (дата обращения: 
16.01.2024).

6.	 Музыкальная культура Америки краткий рассказ... 
[Электронный ресурс]. URL: http:// napishet.
ru›muzykalnaya-kultura-ameriki-kratkij- (дата 
обращения: 16.01.2024).

7.	 Facing the Future: Librarians and Information Literacy 
in... [Электронный ресурс]. URL: http:// 
digitalmeetsculture.net›article/facing-the-future (дата 
обращения: 16.12.2023).

8.	 Exploring What is a Master’s in Library Science - The... 
[Электронный ресурс]. URL: http://tffn.net›what-
is-a-masters-in-library-science/ (дата обращения: 
26.11.2023).



– 168 –

9.	 Librarianship as a Career: Role of Library 
Professionals  in... [Электронный ресурс]. URL:  
flexiprep.com›NIOS-Notes/Senior-Secondary/Library 
(дата обращения: 30.11.2023).

10.	Types of Music Degrees Explained In Detail [Upd. 2024] 
[Электронный ресурс]. URL: http://primesound.
org›music-degrees/ (дата обращения: 25.12.2023).

11.	Master  of  Music  – Wikipedia [Электронный ресурс]. 
URL: http://en.wikipedia.org›Master of Music (дата 
обращения: 28.12.2023).

12.	 Current Trends in the  Museums  and Exhibitions... 
[Электронный ресурс]. URL: http://researchgate.
net›publication/338017685_Current_ (дата 
обращения: 19.12.2023).

Формат 64х80/16. Подписано в печать 19.02.2024
Тираж 50 экз. Объем 10,5 усл. п. л. Заказ № 1007

Редактор Л.В. Кузьмина

Отпечатано в РИЦ СГИК


		2025-03-04T10:01:20+0000




